GAREC-2009 Report
The 5th Global Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Conference hosted by the Japan Amateur Radio League and held in Tokyo saw 29 participants from 14 countries share their knowledge and experiences.

From IARU Region 3 were its Chairman of the Disaster Communications Committee Jim Linton VK3PC, Special Advisor to the Directors Keigo Komuro JA1KAB who chaired the conference, Secretary Jay Oka JA1TRC and Director Shizuo Endo  JE1MUI. From the IARU, President Tim Ellam VE6SH and Secretary David Sumner K1ZZ attended. 
JARL President Shozo Hara JA1AN in his opening address mentioned how the re-establishment of amateur radio in Japan in 1952 was soon followed by emergency communications related to a typhoon.

Shozo JA1AN said Japan has many beautiful places by the sea and in the mountains. On the other hand, natural disasters occur due to volcanoes, typhoons and earthquakes.

Looking back to 1995, the huge ‘Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake’ hit Kobe and neighbouring areas flattening houses, sparking fires and killing more than 6,400. 
He said local radio amateurs supported by the JARL had operated emergency communication for a prolonged period, contributing to the disaster relief and recovery. 

Shozo JA1AN said since then Japan’s radio amateurs have continued to assist in times of disaster. The JARL through its branches has ‘cooperation agreements’ with local governments and actively participates in emergency communications drills.

GAREC-2009 was held 24-25 August with the theme ‘Emergency Communications across Borders’ and was attended by representatives from Australia, Brunei, Canada, Finland, Japan, Korea, Italy, Hong Kong, Netherlands, New Zealand, South Africa, Thailand, United Kingdom and the USA.

Help keep CoA clear in times of need
Greg Mossop G0DUB, IARU Region 1 Coordinator for Emergency Communications and the organiser of the twice-yearly GlobalSET, discussed experiences with the Centre of Activity (CoA) frequencies that were first introduced in 2005.

Three frequencies – 14300, 18160 and 21360 kHz– were chosen to provide intercontinental coverage in times of emergencies and during training exercises in GlobSET and local simulated emergency tests. . 

Greg said, “The CoA is not a spot frequency but a starting point designed for wide area events such as the Indian Ocean tsunami.”

While two other CoA, 7060 and 3760 kHz were chosen by IARU Region 1 and subsequently adopted by IARU Region 2, it had always been intended that 40m and 80m frequencies were to be decided on regional basis. 

IARU Region 3 will consider the issue of CoA at its conference in Christchurch, and while it is likely to adopt the 20m, 17m and 15m band frequencies, a decision is also expected on CoA within its region for 80m and 40m. 

Emergency communications in action 
There was an interesting session on three earthquake disasters. These disasters were the Hanshin-Awaji earthquake in Japan (1995), China’s Great Sichuan Earthquake (2008) and the Italy’s L’Aquila earthquake (2009).

A 4th presentation was ‘Bushfire Communications – Australia’ which gave an insight into the roles of WICEN and RECOM (Red Cross Emergency Communications) during the Black Saturday disaster of February 2009.

The RECOM experience was of particular interest to GAREC attendees from several other countries who are interested in establishing for further developing emergency communications relationships with their Red Cross societies. 

ARRL Chief Executive, Dave Sumner K1ZZ advised that the ARRL and the Red Cross have had an agreement since the 1940s which is renewable every five years.

He said ongoing relationships exist between the Red Cross local chapters and amateur radio groups, while on a national basis the ARRL was continuing to work very closely with this emergency relief and welfare body.

Other radio societies are encouraged to explore the possibility of reaching an agreement of understanding in relation to emergency communications with their local Red Cross.

The IARU and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) last year that provides mutual recognition and encouragement for the roles of the Red Cross and the amateur service.

IARU President, Tim Ellam VE6SH told GAREC-2009 that the IARU is looking at other non-government organisations that may be suitable for similar MoU’s.

The IARU continues to promote the role of amateur wherever an opportunity arises. It is producing a new emergency communications brochure for use to inform the International Telecommunications Union and others about the skills of radio amateurs and their resource in times of need. 

During the conference a variety of reports and experiences were provided, including the:

· Dutch Amateur Radio Emergency Service (DARES), is a foundation run by a 7-member board, with no members but ‘participants’ located in 25 regions, that had formal government recognition

· Amateur Radio Emergency Service in Hong Kong and the Pearl Delta region, having 200 active members training for the worst to provide local and regional emergency communications 

· Brunei Darussalam Amateur Radio Association was involved in flash flooding and landslides (January 2009) and due to its activities is now a recognised resource  by authorities
· HAMNET, the National Emergency Communications division of the South African Radio League (SARL), provides communications for emergencies and works with all non-government organisations
The Japan Amateur Radio Industry Association representative, Kiyoshi Sakurai JA3FMP, talked about the ‘predicted catastrophic earthquake’ for the Kii Peninsula, on the western Japanese island of Honshu.

An emergency radio plan is ready to help respond to this likely earthquake spot that has scattered communities in mountainous areas.

Kiyoshi JA3FMP, who is also Icom’s Technical Development Department Director, explained how D-STAR repeater sites have been identified to enabling that technology combined with GPS to play a role in emergency communications.
In another technology presentation, Bonnie Crystal VR2/KQ6XA provided information on the High Frequency Network that began in June 2007.

Its Global Automatic Link Enabled (ALE) system that supports both voice and data, promises to link stations on HF with a  90% reliability 24 hours a day 365 days a year, and may have a great role in emergency communications in the future.

For more info including the presentations made at this and previous conferences, and the official statement of GAREC-2009 are on the website http://www.iaru-r3.org/garec-2009/
- Jim Linton VK3PC.
