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The history
The Disaster Communications Committee was formed at the Darwin conference 2000 in recognition that the Amateur Service increasingly provides emergency communications and the need for a coordinated approach. 

The Committee Chairman works cooperatively with the International Emergency Communications Coordinator Hans Zimmermann F5VKP/HB9AQS, in Region 1 Greg Mossop G0DUB, and Region 2 Cesar Pio Santos HR2P. 
The committee has as members ARANC, ARRL, ARSI, BDARA, CRSA, CTARL, HARTS, JARL, KARL, NZART, MARTS, ORARI, PARS, RAST, RSSL, VARS and WIA. More societies are welcome. 
Some are regularly involved in local disaster preparedness drills and emergencies, and actively participate in the twice-yearly Global Simulated Emergency Tests (Global SET).
The major areas without the amateur radio resource due to a local shortage are Papua New Guinea the South-west Pacific. 

Regional EmComm conferences have been held. The latest was the RADSHOW September 7-8 in Manila where PARA had a booth and a speaker, and the Global Amateur Radio Emergency Communications MYGAREC to be held at Point Dixon, Malaysia, late in November this year.
Involvement in disasters 
For most of its 100 years amateur radio has helped the community to provide communications, including those in times of natural calamities and other disasters.

History shows us numerous cases where emergency communications provided through amateur radio have helped the response and relief agencies throughout the world. 

In IARU Region 3 this includes the Indian Ocean tsunami that hit many countries in December 2004, the devastating Sichuan, China earthquake in May 2008, the Black Saturday bushfire in Australia 2009, the Christchurch earthquake in February 2011, and on other occasions.

To show what has occurred in our region recently in terms of response, below is a brief report on some of the activations.
October 25, 2010 – Indonesia – The island of Sumatra hit by an earthquake and tsunami killing about 435. Seven hours later Mount Merapi on Java exploded in an un-connected seismic event. Helping with emergency communications was amateur radio.
February 22, 2011 – New Zealand – Christchurch earthquake kills 185 people and leaves enormous damage - amateur radio emergency services involved in providing emergency communication support.

March 2011 – Japan – earthquake and tsunami caused horrible loss and damage –JARL led amateur radio emergency communications and relief support. 

July – October 2011 – Thailand - flooding caused significant agriculture and industrial loss, and community disruption over a prolonged period – amateur radio helped to co-ordinate relief and rescue work using VHF and HF communications.
December – 2011 – The Philippines - Tropical Storm Washi hits over Mindanao, killing many and local amateur radio helped with relief efforts.
February 2012 – The Philippines Negros and Cebu regions – earthquake causes deaths and damage – amateur radio emergency communications activated by HERO.

June 22, 2012 - Mantralaya, India - The Thane Disaster Management Authority calls on amateur radio resources to provide emergency communications during a 10 hour deadly fire in the State Secretariat of South Mumbai building. 

July 2012 – Beijing, China - flooding with the worst rain in more than 60 years and lives lost. As part of their service to the community amateur radio operators reported from the disaster areas, and participated in the actions to help people back home.

July – August 2012 – The Philippines - monsoon rains and tropical storm cause floods including 80 per cent of Manila under water – activated for emergency communication to pass essential traffic was Ham Radio Emergency Operations HERO. 

July 30 2012 - India – power infrastructure failure blackouts affect millions of people – amateur radio has major role through the National Coordinator for Disaster Communication in India in handling emergency communications during the prolonged emergency.

August 31 2012 - South Korea - Typhoon Bolaven storm – amateur radio in South Korea joined the response and recovery efforts to minimise the death toll and damage, even though it was widespread over the Korean Peninsula with at least 48 people dead. 

September 2012 – The Philippines – when a large earthquake hit and tsunami alert was issued the Ham Emergency Radio Operations exchanged messages with the affected coastal areas in cooperation with the authorities.
Reminder of ITU regulations 

The decisions made at WRC03 deserve repeating. Would all societies please check to ensure that your administrations have updated their national regulations to include all.

A ‘Model Provision’ based on an IARU decision was offered much earlier, and is repeated again here:
[Amateur Stations may be used for transmitting communications international
communications:
(a) on behalf of third parties in cases of emergencies or disaster relief;
or,
(b) on behalf of, or purporting to be on behalf of, third parties in an
organized activity or a training exercise undertaken to expressly prepare
for and meet communications needs during emergencies or disaster relief.]

Policy - background

It is important to appreciate the combination of the ITU regulations 25.3 and 25.9A. 

25.3 Amateur stations may be used for transmitting international communications on behalf of third parties only in case of emergencies or disaster relief. An administration may determine the applicability of this provision to amateur stations under its jurisdiction. 
25.9A Administrations are encouraged to take the necessary steps to allow amateur stations to prepare for and meet communication needs in support of disaster relief. 

If the Amateur Service is to adequately prepare for, and play its role in emergency communications, 25.3 must be applied to the national regulations of individual nations. In order to be able to fully prepare for emergency communications, as encouraged by (25.9A), it is critical that national regulations do not inhibit third party traffic (TPT). 

Conference theme

The Directors have set the conference theme as ‘emergency communications’. We look forward to learning more about the role that amateur radio can achieve in times of emergency and its preparation for such occasions. 
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