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 Recognition and the level of awareness about the role that amateur radio can play in society has increased in Thailand over the past three years, with the Radio Amateur Society of Thailand under the Royal Patronage of His Majesty the King (RAST) promoting and getting involved in activities that should enable Thai radio amateurs to be in a better position to be able to contribute to society, as and when this becomes necessary.

 How Thai radio amateurs helped with disaster relief communications after the tsunami disaster in southern Thailand in December 2004 has been recognised by many Thai government agencies and RAST representatives have since participated in a number of initiatives concerning public safety.

 In late 2006, RAST Secretary Phatanadit Kulphaichitra, HS1WFK, helped Thailand's Department of Disaster Prevention Management in the field of network design and workflow coordination, making recommendations to incorporate amateur radio into its communications channels.

 RAST has also coordinated with Thailand's OpenCARE (Open Exchange for Collaborative Activities in Response to Emergencies) network, offering advice on how amateur radio operators might play a role in emergency communications, while an officer of the society also took part in a disaster rehearsal arranged by Thailand's National Disaster Warning Centre last year.

 Strengthening its ties with OpenCARE, in June last year RAST also signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the agency to collaborate on projects, while OpenCARE offered use of its meeting room facilities and office space to the society at its operations centre in Nonthaburi, just to the north of Bangkok.

 The RAST Secretary also surveyed 22 Red Cross stations across Thailand in 2007, preparing them to establish amateur radio links in the event of a disaster, while RAST members also assisted the Thai Red Cross with communications as part of safety preparations for its annual fair held in Bangkok in April this year.

 RAST representatives also played a role in promoting the use of amateur radio as a standby channel for emergency communications as part of joint US-Thai Cobra Gold operations in 2007 and also took part in a rescue rehearsal at the Search and Rescue Exercise 2008 (SAREX 2008) at the resort of Hua Hin, southwest of Bangkok.

 RAST Secretary Phatanadit Kulaphaichitra and RAST officer Narissara Showanasai, HS1CHB, helped draft the ISO/TC 223 working group standard on societal security management in November 2006, with the secretary also taking part in ISO conferences in the United Kingdom, the United States and Korea. HS1WFK now serves as a liaison officer to the ISO/TC 223 committee.

 RAST has also worked closely with the National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) by providing briefings on new technologies such as Voice over IP protocol and Echolink in January this year as well as submitting proposals and requests concerning amateur radio regulations and its administration.

 On the eve of a public hearing about a national frequency master plan in May this year, President Chaiyong Wongwuticomjon, HS1QVD, and several officers of RAST had a private meeting with the Chairman of the NTC Choochart Promprasit when RAST explained the need to adhere to the ITU band plan and to preserve amateur radio allocations for the amateur radio service.

 Also explained was the need for the six-metre (50-MHz) band to be assigned to the amateur radio service since virtually all new commercial amateur radio transceivers now sold worldwide include this band and not authorising six metres for amateur radio operations means that such equipment is not being type approved by the NTC, depriving Thai radio amateur operators of access to new equipment.

 These views were also expressed during the public hearing held on May 19 by the RAST officers participating, where RAST's position was also submitted in writing. It is not known yet when the NTC will announce the outcome of this hearing.

 Formally established in 2004 as Thailand's first independent regulator, the NTC passed a new Act governing amateur radio in October 2007 that opened up the WARC bands (10.100 to 10.150, 18.068 to 18.168 and 24.890 to 24.990 MHz) to amateur radio as well as assigning spectrum in the 160- and 80-metre bands (1.800 to 1.825 and 3.500 to 3.540 MHz). Hitherto access to these low frequency HF bands had only been granted for use during amateur radio contests on a case-by-case basis. The announcement of the act followed many years of lobbying by RAST and became effective after being published in the Royal Gazette on October 11, 2007.

 The syllabus for the amateur radio examination in Thailand was also revised then, with a new requirement for Intermediate class operators, who are able to operate on HF frequencies, being that they must be at least 15 years old. Morse code is retained as a requirement for the Intermediate class licence with the proficiency in sending and receiving being set at eight words a minute.

 As of mid-July 2009, no formal announcement of the expanded allocation at 7-MHz, agreed at the World Radio Conference in Geneva in 2003 and effective from March 29 this year, had been made by the NTC. RAST has made private and formal representations about the delay and the society is optimistic that the NTC will officially assign the spectrum between 7.1 and 7.2 MHz to amateur radio soon.

 RAST hosted the 35th annual Southeast Asia Network (SEANET) convention in November 2007 in the northern city of Lampang, where the three-day event saw over 100 participants from 18 countries and had a special event station using the callsign HS35SEA had been set up.

  Last year, Thailand was host to the ITU Telecom Asia 2008 conference and exhibition that was held from September 2-5 in Bangkok where the IARU Region 3 had been invited to participate with space allocated for an exhibition booth. RAST offered its full support to the project manager, IARU Region 3 Director Gopal Madhavan, VU2GMN, by helping with the design and the layout of the exhibition booth as well as decorating it and helping to staff the booth during the event.

  Director Madhavan has provided photographs of the exhibition and the booth with an account at www.iaru-r3.org/itu/telecomasia2008/TelecomAsia2008.htm. To summarise his comments here, he notes that apart from IARU material, which included a brochure in Thai introducing amateur radio and based on a similar NZARTS brochure, “we also displayed material from OpenCARE, an Emergency Communications NGO run mostly by radio amateurs, and also material from the Asian Institute of Technology which actively promotes amateur radio and in whose premises RAST have a very fine club station which is open to all amateurs with an appropriate license. The satellite model from JARL was the centrepiece and evoked a lot of interest.

 “The young volunteers from RAST were very enthusiastic and efficient, pulling in visitors and handing out leaflets in English and Thai. Almost a 1,000 leaflets were handed out and hopefully some of them will result in interest in amateur radio as many were given to young visitors. Many Thai amateurs visited the booth and signed the visitor's book.

 “The highlight of the event was the visit to our booth by the Secretary General of ITU, Dr Hamadoun I Toure, HB9EHT, and Dr Eun-Ju Kim, Head ITU Regional office for Asia and the Pacific,” the IARU R3 director added.

 From October 29 to November 3, 2009 RAST was also to have hosted the IARU Region 3 ARDF Championships but, acting on the advice of security officials, the society reluctantly decided to cancel the event and regrets any inconvenience caused to participants. Organisers and participants have been notified.

 Over the past three years, membership of RAST has been stable, with a total of 599 members of which 556 are licensed operators as of January 1, 2009. The society runs a QSL bureau, with Champ, E21EIC, as manager and has a club station, HS0AC, which is located at the Asian Institute of Technology and which, thanks to support from the YASME foundation, has two antenna towers, good operating equipment and several operating positions.

 HF contesting is the major activity conducted from this club station, with participation in all major contests, including an annual official headquarters station effort in the IARU HF World Championship that is held in July each year. Other contests that the RAST club station has participated in over the past two years include the Russian DX Contest, Polish DX Contest, Japan DX Contest, Italian CW contest, All Asian DX Contest, CQWW CW Contest, CQ WPX contest, the Scandinavian Activity Contest, the Bulgarian DX Contest, Belgian DX Contest and the CIS DX Contest.

 RAST hosts informal meetings on the first Sunday every month at the Sena Place Hotel in the northern suburbs of Bangkok when a buffet luncheon is served and those present are briefed on the latest developments and activities concerning amateur radio in Thailand.

 News is also posted on the society's English-language web site at www.qsl.net/rast while there is a second web site in Thai at www.rast.or.th. There is also a moderated online forum (www.rastforum.com) where anyone may post questions or share information about amateur radio activities in Thailand.

 RAST is actively engaged in promoting amateur radio to all sectors of society and when this country paper was written, the society was busy finalising a set of examination questions to support the NTC in providing the next examination for the intermediate class amateur radio licence.

 The society hopes to help organise training and to help administer the next intermediate class examination itself, in conjunction with the NTC, in the near future. The possibility of organising training around emergency communications is also now being investigated.

Officers of RAST:
  The president of RAST, Chaiyong Wongwuticomjon, HS1QVD, was elected unopposed in March, 2008, and is serving a two-year term with an 11-man elected committee, along with other appointed officers, as detailed here:

 Advisory Chairman: Mrs. Mayuree Chotikul, HS1YL;

 President: Chaiyong Wongwuticomjon, HS1QVD;

 Vice President: Col. Prasit Neelayodhin, HS1DN (General Affairs);

 Secretary General: Phatanadit Kulphaichitra; HS1WFK (General Affairs);

 Treasurer: Mrs. Yanee Chullakesa, HS1LCC

 Committee members: Kunchit Charmaraman HS1JC (Academic activities);

 Uthai Kanokwuttipong, HS1RGF (Legal matters);

 Maj. Narissara Showanasai, HS1CHB (Special Activities);

 Sansern Reongrit, HS7XPE (Registrar/QSL Manager);

 Tempark Phudtararutchapark, E20FWF, (Web Site Manager);

 Finn Jensen, OZ1HET, (HS0AC Station Manager);

 Advisors: Dr David Furman, HS0ZDP (General Affairs);

 Alexander Janssens, ON8JA (RAST Forum);

 Tony Waltham, HS0ZDX (International Affairs/IARU Liaison Officer);

 Winit Kongprasert, HS1CKC (HS0AC Deputy Station Manager);

 Chalermpon Muangamphun, E21EIC (Contest Manager, QSL Bureau);

 Pornchai Semjang, HS2JFW (Web site);

 Simon Luttrell, G6JFY (General Affairs)

 The mailing address for the Radio Society of Thailand under the Royal Patronage of His Majesty the King is: P.O.Box 2008 Bangkok 10501 Thailand.

 The Office of the President may be reached at 251/206 Sammakorn 58 Ramkamhaeng Road, Sapansoong, Bangkok 10240 Tel: 081 9242466 (If calling from outside Thailand: +6681 9242466) while the registered address of the Society: 328/19 Sirinthorn Road, Bangbamru Bangplad Subdistrict, Bangkok 10700.

 Email enquiries to RAST may be addressed to RAST International Liaison officer Tony Waltham, HS0ZDX, at tony.waltham@gmail.com. The President, Chaiyong Wongwuticomjon, may be reached at: cwongwut@yahoo.com
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