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August 7 - 11, 2006
Bangalore, India
Document No. 06/XIII/054
Agenda Item: 12.1
Report by CTARL

Subject: 18.160 MHz

BX4AA and BV4FH have reported that the source of interference was not jamming by BV. 

3 BV station in different locations were monitoring 24 hours a day between May 21st and May 27th 2006. The report feedback states that no jamming was heard from BV/Taiwan on 18.160MHz through to18.150-18.170.

We tried to receive any unusual signals by utilizing a variety of different modes (USB / LSB / FM / AM), but nothing has been found.

A file (DX Summit database) shows that the interference comes from BY / China PRC.

The report by JA SWL was incorrect. Included below are CTARL’s replies to VR2BG and an actual report after monitoring. 

From: "VR2BrettGraham" <vr2bg@harts.org.hk>

To: <bv2ac@ms1.hinet.net>

Cc: <bv5af@amsat.org>

Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2006 9:22 AM

Subject: Fwd: 18160

Jimmy:
Did not get any failure message back, but maybe message below not make it to Bolon for some reason...

Hams around the world are furious about 18160 & if reason for this problem is indeed from BV2, it would be most

unfortunate.

I am guessing "green" involvement, or at least tacit blessing.

According to http://www.dgt.gov.tw/English/About-dgt/freqalloc/freqalloc.pdf ROC not allowing broadcast there.

IARU & IARU member-societies are obliged to do something to protect amateur service spectrum.  What is CTARL doing?

Here in HK, the Gov't is now investigating failure of our telecom authority to take any action on reported intruders such as this.

That includes intrusions by PLA from within HK.

If I go to Bangalore, this will top HARTS' agenda.

73, Brett

>Date: Mon, 15 May 2006 11:08:50 +0000

>To: bv5af@amsat.org

>From: VR2BrettGraham <vr2bg@harts.org.hk>

>Subject: 18160

>

>Bolon:

>Long time no speak.  Sadly, never QRV as BW2/VR2BG as was too busy working.  Now not working, so no more Tuesdays

>commuting to Taibei/Jilong & Fridays returning home.  I miss BV!

>We have a problem on 18160 kc.  Perhaps you know about it?

>Apparently, the problem signal is meant to interfere with something that is reported as coming from BV2 - Sound of Hope.

>Mainland is very QRV on ham bands recently, if you know what I mean.

>I wonder if this particular problem would not be a problem if Sound of Hope QSYs.  Can CTARL talk to somebody about

>this?

>Who is going to Bangalore for CTARL?  I may go for HARTS.

>

>73, Brett VR2BG

>ex-president, HARTS

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BV4FH wrote:                                               Date: 21 may,2006

>I have been aware of the freq. 18.160.0 MHz for a long time and did contact CRSA in Jan 2006.

>The answer was the band Plan in BY on these freq. are shared commercially. 
>Said by BA4RF and wish to keep low profile in this matter. But, still stand so far.

>I have to say, the broadcasting interference is from CHINA and not BV.

>The name of the program was " VOICE of CHINA" ¤¤°ê¤¤¥¡¼s¼½¹q¥x,¤¤°ê¤§Án.

> CTARL is not the authority for this Broadcasting station.

>Please recheck again the source of the interference.

>I appreciate your concern for the R3 regulations. CTARL follow the R3 regulations in all respects.
VR2BG wrote:

Mainland is jamming transmissions of Sound of Hope, which from JA SWL reports comes from Tanshui.  SoH moves around top end of 18 Mc ham band & bit above to avoid mainland jamming.

At first I did not believe, as I not hear SoH from here.  But hours of operation of SoH are apparently at time band not open from VR to BV from my experience.

After identifying Hainan woodpecker, I converse with IARU R1,

R2 & R3 Monitoring Service coordinators a lot - the R1 boys in particular are quite sharp & if Sound of Hope is not operating from BV as is being reported, then very easy for BV hams to establish that.

If Sound of Hope did not transmit in 18 Mc band, then there would be no jamming by mainland.

If Sound of Hope has not, does not & will not transmit in 18 Mc band from BV, then in VR we can play the rule-of-law card, as per ITU-RR 18 Mc is exclusive amateur & should have nothing else in it.

Then Western world will have to stop blaming (greater) China for everything - in particular, RSGB pushing formal complaint by UK about 18160 but doing nothing about ZC4 woodpecker that is far more destructive.

A double standard, or as we say in English: the pot calling the kettle black.

73, VR2BrettGraham

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To all:

The broadcasting start at 10:00Z (18:00 local) on 18160.0 .

RX 59+ 20db on USB and 59+40 on AM (narrow RX).

Please respond now if any BV or VR heard.

Thanks

Paul.BV4FH

-----Original Message-----

From: Paul [mailto:bv4fh@ms2.hinet.net]

Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2006 5:24 PM

To: 'VR2BrettGraham'; 'BV5AF(q3h)'; 'bv2oo(msa)'; 'bv2ew(msa)'; 'bv2qb'

Cc: 'bv4dp'; 'bv4qa'; 'bv5ev(ct)'; 'bv7wb_h'; 'bv4di'

Subject: RE: 18160

Hello Brett:

Thanks for the detailed info about 18160 and your report of the source.

I agree with some of your points. We are also very concerned about this interference onto the amateur radio frequencies which is against R3 regulations.

Therefore, I called Sound of Hope personally a few minutes ago.

Here is the information I found out for your reference:

1.) S.O.H do not have any broadcasting station in Tanshui.

2) Their only station is located in Hua-Lian County (the east coast of Taiwan)

3.) The transmitting freq. is 90.5 MHz / FM mode with 500-1000W out put from new equipment. Nothing else.

4.) S.O.H Station Tel: 886+3-8320463. 

I do not see there is any possibility to interfere with the 18160 end of amateur frequencies.

However, three BV stations in different locations will be QRV from 18150-18168 24 hours a day on USB / LSB / FM / AM modes.

I will personally report to you and CTAR if there is any interference on those frequencies and modes.

TNX

Paul.BV4FH   

VR2BG wrote

I write to SoH asking for SW b'cast information (they show nothing on their web page) but they not reply to me (I even use my Hotmail address in my Chinese name).

If you Google for "Sound of Hope" & "DXLD" or "BCDX" you can see some of the SWL reports of the transmissions.

Two possibilities:

1. SoH knows they are known to be operating on 18 Mc so will not admit it because of obvious reason, or

2. Somebody else is using SoH program material to feed a transmitter SoH not know about.

Otherwise, if not from BV, then would be good to establish this fact as soon as possible since if from other territory, then should be much easier to push for action.  However, I doubt any place other than BV in this region would allow SoH to operate from their soil & transmit on SW.

Please note that what is reported to be SoH has been heard as high as 18200 kc.  I have heard the mainland jamming carrier outside the amateur band, but with splatter extending into the amateur band - so don't stop at just 18168 kc.

Thank you everyone!

73, Brett

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
BV4FH reported:

>The broadcasting starts at 10:00Z (18:00 local) on 18160.0 .

>RX 59+ 20db on USB and 59+40 on AM (narrow RX).

>Please respond now if any BV & VR heard.

VR2BG wrote:

I hear somewhat weak carrier, about half kc below 18160.

I can tell it has modulation, but not strong enough to make out.

I have heard this carrier before.    Now it is 11:04 GMT

& loud carrier just started on 18160 kc.  I do not understand enough 'guo yiu' but what just started is obviously the mainland.

The first carrier might be what the mainland is jamming.

With the loud carrier on, I cannot get bearing on weaker carrier about 500 cycles below it with my rotary dipole (the null off end of rotary dipole makes very good DF antenna for HF).

73, Brett

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Sun, 21 May 2006 11:53:10 +0000

>To: "Paul" <bv4fh@ms2.hinet.net>, "'Paul'" <bv4fh@ms2.hinet.net>, "'BV5AF\(q3h\)'" 

><bv5af@ms1.hinet.net>, "'bv2oo\(msa\)'" <two.oscar@msa.hinet.net>, "'bv2ew\(msa\)'" 

><bv2ew.inton@msa.hinet.net>, <bx1ad73@gmail.com>, "'bv2qb'" <bv2qb@ms2.hinet.net>

>From: VR2BrettGraham <vr2bg@harts.org.hk>

>Subject: RE: 18160

>Cc: "'bv4dp'" <bv4dp@ms9.hinet.net>, "'bv4qa'" <xiemray152@yahoo.com.tw>, "'bv5ev\(ct\)'" 

><bv5ev@ctarl.org.tw>, "'bv7wb_h'" <bv7wb@ms6.hinet.net>, "'bv4di'" <bv4di@ms2.hinet.net>

>

>The weak carrier that I heard shortly after receiving BV4FH's message 

>advising he was hearing something starting from 1000 GMT 2006-05-21 has me thinking...

>The mainland jamming from here sounds like a single transmitter, with reasonably clear modulation.

>Compare this to attached recording of what I heard the other morning on 24930 kc.  This is more typical of                     mainland jamming - clearly multiple 

>transmitters linked with common program material, but the backhaul of 

>that material results in time delay between the various transmitters. This "blanket"

>jamming is obviously meant to improve chances of having desired effect all over the mainland.

>Since SoH is connected to Epoch Times, NTDTV & UCN - clearly connected 

>with FLG (that mainland has declared as some sort of evil cult), then why only just the one transmitter & good audio?

>FLG is arch enemy of CCP, or so we are led to believe.

>Maybe because mainland knows it can prevent people from hearing it with 

>just the one transmitter?

>Could this be due to the signal the mainland is jamming not being very strong?

>A reason why it may not be very strong is that it is being transmitting 

>from a station that does not get out very well - at least compared to 

>usual SW b'cast station.

>That means lower power and/or less substantial antennas.

>Food for thought.

>

>73, VR2BrettGraham

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DX summit by BV4FH                                       date 21 May 2006

May searching via any search engine.

DX-SUMMIT Spot Database:

N7HIY     18160.0 BY0AM       Radio Bejing                       0034 04 Feb 2006

3Y0X-@    18145.0 BY/RADIO    GO AWAY!                           0518 10 Feb 2006

SP2IQW    18160.0 BY/BROADCASTAM                                 1038 12 Feb 2006

JA4AQR    18160.0 BY1BC       Chaines-AM BC strong              0026 02 Mar 2006

DL5RBW    18160.0 BYBC        station-on every morning          0837 11 Mar 2006

DF2CK     18160.0 BY/RADIO    rare intruder :)                   0836 12 Mar 2006

JA7BSD    18160.0 BY1BC       Chinese BC on Ham band            0942 12 Mar 2006

JA7BSD    18160.0 BY1BC       BY PROPAGANDA on AMATURE BAND    0848 02 Apr 2006

JH4CBM    18160.0 BY1BC       ->KP2HC not JA but BY_s           1138 03 Apr 2006

VR2MY     18160.0 BY1SW       China broadcast                    1256 04 Apr 2006

K4UTE     18158.0 BY/INTRUDER am broadcast sounds like chin   0127 24 Apr 2006

BD7OH     18133.0 BY4RSA/4    AS-150  CQING...                        0852 02 May 2006

VR2KW     18138.0 BY4RSA/4    AS-150 CQCQ                             0903 02 May 2006

JR5XPG    18135.1 BY4RSA/4    AS-150                                  2221 02 May 2006

ZL1BYZ    18075.1 BY5WJ       Josh fb cpy to zl                       2307 06 May 2006

K4SV      18160.0 BY0BY       Chinnesse AM station? North       1406 07 May 2006

DF9GR     18160.0 BY/RADIO    S9 on 3-element                    1117 21 May 2006

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----- Original Message -----

From: "BV5AF(q3h)" <bv5af@ms1.hinet.net>

To: "bv4fh" <bv4fh@ms2.hinet.net>; "bv2oo(msa)" <two.oscar@msa.hinet.net>; "bv2ew(msa)" <bv2ew.inton@msa.hinet.net>; "莊焜亮" <bx1ad73@gmail.com>; "bv4qa" <xiemray152@yahoo.com.tw>

Cc: "bv4di" <bv4di@ms2.hinet.net>; "bv4dp" <bv4dp@ms9.hinet.net>; "bv2ac" <bv2ac@ms1.hinet.net>; "bv7wb_h" <bv7wb@ms6.hinet.net>; "bv8bc(13)" 

<bv8bc@ms13.hinet.net>; "bv6av" <bv6av@ms17.hinet.net>; "bv2ta" <bv2ta@ms14.hinet.net>

Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2006 9:59 PM

Subject: Fw: 18160

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: "VR2BrettGraham" <vr2bg@harts.org.hk>

> To: "BV5AF(q3h)" <bv5af@ms1.hinet.net>

> Cc: "bv2ac" <bv2ac@ms1.hinet.net>; "bv5ev(ct)" <bv5ev@ctarl.org.tw>

> Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2006 3:51 PM

> Subject: Re: 18160

> Bolon:

>>Just got ur e-mail..(but, ur 15/May email might be lost..)

> Roger.  I did not receive any bounce/reject message, so first message was probably eaten by something along the way.

>>I've forwarded this e-mail to Officers and will have a chat with them within 3 days..

> At first I did not believe that 18160 problem was due to SoH, but apparently 18 Mc not open on such a short path at the time of day the 

> station operates from here in VR.

> Usually, jamming of broadcast by mainland is obvious - what is transmitted on top of jammed station not meant to be listened to, but 

> 18160 is not like that - very clean modulation, only one voice (instead of say what they do to BBC WS just below 20m - network of 

> PLLed transmitters across country, fed with same audio but due to backhaul delay, sounds like multiple delayed echoes from a single 

> transmitter).

>JA SWLs are suggesting SoH operating from Tanshui - where I was looking to live when I almost moved to BV (obviously good for RF ;^).

>SoH is associated with Epoch Times, New Tang Dynasty TV & United Communications Network.  Mainland has blamed FLG operating from BV of 

> jamming Sinosat - that is easy to do, but SW broadcast means decent antennas & to do so would either require tolerance (or complete 

> incompetence) by local authorities.  Both are entirely possible in BV,  IMHO.
>>Who will go to Bangalore?

>>Not yet be fixed, maybe BV2EW and I or adding someone ..

>Have a look at http://home.pacific.net.hk/~vr2bg/hrsa
>VR Gov't now investigating why it take no action against mainland intruders contrary to local/national law/regulations.

> Post-1997, we have bit of lever on mainland as down here there is  promise of rule-of-law.  Laws refer to ITU-RR & RR says no harmful 

> interference.  QED.

> If CTARL can point to some progress about SoH, then only RSGB need be 

> worried in August.

>

> 73, Brett
BX4AA wrote and reported:

Dear OMs,

The 18160KHz is originating from the Central People’s BCST/PRC.  You can hear from my attached files that this jamming is from the PLA. 

PRC & PLA have always jammed VOA, BBC and other country’s BCST on HF. 

Since last year, there have been ten or more so called ‘Jammer’ chains on MF and HF (see the attachment), especially on the 3.5Mhz – 3.8Mhz and 7.0Mhz-7.1Mhz amateur radio bands that have been allocated to the IARU 3rd region by ITU. When those systems transmit, you will hear a sound like a woodpecker. 

From my point of view, those stations’ (60Khz-100Khz bandwidth every chain) main goal is to jam Taiwan’s, the USA’s and Japan’s military stations during an emergency or war time. I also believe that the so-called “OTHR” system’s main purpose is to detect low angle targets. These stations are causing interference along all of the MF and HF spectrum.

36 HF BCST systems were purchased from France some years ago, the main purpose of which is to prevent their people hearing VOA, BBC, the Taiwan Government BCST and others on HF. Because the BCST transmitters have a 500kw output power, many people around the World are prevented from enjoying HF bcst as a hobby. It is possible to receive many jamming signals and noise on all HF bcst bands, especially at nighttime. 

Also, there are many, many other PLA Morse code military stations intruding on the 75/80 and 40 bands in the day and night time. 

I hope that the jamming activity on HF will one day cease in order for us all to enjoy the necessary use of the bands.

 

Jin-Chung Ou/BX4AA
____________________











