- 5 -
Document No. 06/XIII/046(Rev.1)

	[image: image1.png]



	INTERNATIONAL AMATEUR RADIO UNION
REGION 3
Thirteenth  Regional  Conference
	[image: image2.jpg]





August 7 - 11, 2006
Bangalore, India

Document No. 06/XIII/046 (Rev. 1)
Agenda Items: 10.1.13, 11.5, 12.6

Report from ARRL

(The American Radio Relay League, Inc.)

The operating area of the ARRL – the national association for Amateur Radio in the United States – includes parts of both ITU Radio Regions 2 and 3. The ARRL is a long-time active member of IARU Region 3 in addition to IARU Region 2.

In Region 3 the ARRL represents Amateur Radio in Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa, Baker, Howland, Jarvis, and Wake Islands, Palmyra Atoll, and Kingman Reef. In these dependent areas of the United States, the Amateur Radio Service is regulated by the Federal Communications Commission in Washington, DC. There are no FCC offices in Region 3. The regulatory regime is indistinguishable from that of the dependent areas in Region 2 and of the United States itself. The ARRL is therefore uniquely positioned to represent the interests of radio amateurs in these areas of Region 3.

Licensed radio amateurs in these areas are eligible for Full Membership in the ARRL. They are incorporated in the ARRL field organization as part of the Pacific Section and in the governance structure of the ARRL as part of the Pacific Division. They may vote for, and serve as, ARRL Director and Vice Director as well as Section Manager. They may hold volunteer positions in the ARRL Field Organization. They may (and do) organize ARRL-affiliated radio clubs and may administer FCC examinations as ARRL Volunteer Examiners.

The number of licensed ARRL members in these areas of Region 3 is between 29 and 90. The number cannot be known precisely because it is not always possible to determine the physical location of members with Armed Forces postal addresses. For this reason, and to provide additional support to IARU Region 3, the ARRL for many years has paid Region 3 US$500 per year voluntarily, in lieu of the smaller dues amount that otherwise would be owed. There are licensed ARRL members in Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and American Samoa.
Every year the ARRL publishes an Annual Report with audited financial statements and detailed information about the status of ARRL programs. Electronic copies of the ARRL Annual Reports from 1996 on are available on the Web at http://www.arrl.org/announce/annualreport/. At the time report was prepared the 2005 Annual Report had not yet been published. It will be available prior to the Bangalore Conference.

Membership

Overall ARRL membership has declined slowly ever since it reached its all-time peak in March 1997. The decline accelerates whenever a dues increase is required and moderates when the dues rate is stable. The annual dues presently are $39 per year, or $36 for Full Members who are at least 65 years old.

The following figures (as reported to previous Conferences for 2003, 2000, and 1997) show the long-term trends in total ARRL Full Membership, including those in Region 3. These are all radio amateurs who are licensed to operate in the ARRL’s operating territory and who normally reside there:

	As of July 31
	2005
	2003
	2000
	1997

	Full members
	137,542
	142,932
	149,238
	161,677


As of April 30, 2006 the figure is 136,870. Total ARRL membership, including International Members and non-transmitting Associate Members, is 148,329.

Relationship with the Administration

The ARRL maintains regular contact with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) through the ARRL Technical Relations Office and the Office of the General Counsel, both in suburban Washington, DC. The FCC administers the radio spectrum use of entities other than the federal government. NTIA does the same for the federal government. Because many amateur bands are shared with the federal government, close liaison with the NTIA is important.

Currently there are three important rulemaking proceedings affecting the Amateur Radio Service pending at the FCC:

1. WT Docket No. 04-140. This so-called “omnibus” proceeding includes the “refarming” of Novice HF bands to permit more efficient utilization. A Report and Order from the FCC announcing the rules changes and terminating the proceeding is expected at any time.

2. WT Docket No. 05-235. In this proceeding the FCC has proposed to eliminate the Morse code examination requirement for all classes of amateur license. The ARRL would prefer that the existing 5-wpm requirement be maintained only for the Extra Class license, and that an entry level of amateur license with relevant HF privileges be made available. A Report and Order from the FCC is expected in a few months.

3. RM-11306. This is a petition submitted by the ARRL seeking a change in the basis for regulating subbands of the amateur bands from mode of emission to emission bandwidth. The concept is somewhat similar to what IARU Region 1 adopted for its HF band plans at the Davos Conference last year, and is intended to simplify the regulations and to encourage great experimentation with digital modes. It is not known when the FCC will act on this petition, or whether it will act favorably.

Other than the Morse code issue mentioned above, the FCC has acted to implement in its regulations the changes to Article 25 that were achieved at WRC-03. These changes took effect on May 3, 2006. Of particular interest to FCC licensees in Region 3 was the release of 7100 – 7200 kHz for amateur use as of September 9, 2005, some 3-1/2 years in advance of the date for formal transfer of the band from the broadcasting to the amateur service in Regions 1 and 3.

The most difficult and contentious regulatory issue for the ARRL since the Taipei Conference has been interference from Broadband over Power Line (BPL). The support and guidance on the issue given by the Taipei Conference through the adoption of Recommendation 11-B/XII has been helpful. The ARRL has endeavoured to provide full information on BPL developments via its Web site, www.arrl.org/bpl. One important development during 2005 was the introduction by Motorola of its Powerline LV BPL system. Motorola’s system was specifically designed to be compatible with Amateur Radio. Unfortunately, some other BPL manufacturers continue to deny that a problem exists despite growing evidence to the contrary. Perhaps the best news on the BPL front has been the lack of marketplace acceptance of the technology.

As noted in our report to the Taipei Conference, the ARRL has succeeded in obtaining five USB channels near 5 MHz for domestic use by the Amateur Service on a shared basis. These channels are becoming important assets for emergency communication because they bridge the propagation gap between the 3.5 and 7 MHz allocation. NTIA manages this part of the HF spectrum in the United States because of frequency assignments to federal government agencies. Because of favorable experience to date, we recently received concurrence from NTIA to ease certain restrictions on amateur use of the channels. The administrative process requires changes in the FCC rules before the easing of restrictions can take effect. We are pursuing this but the timetable for the completion of FCC rules changes is unknown.
The ARRL is participating fully in domestic preparations for WRC-07 with particular emphasis on agenda items 1.13 (4-10 MHz) and 1.15 (135.7-137.8 kHz). While our principal involvement is via ITU-R Working Party 8A, Working Party 6E deals with terrestrial delivery of broadcasting and therefore is also of particular interest to us because of WRC-07 agenda item 1.13. ARRL Technical Relations Specialist Walter Ireland, WB7CSL, heads US delegations to WP 6E.
Growth and Promotion of Amateur Radio

The number of amateur licensees in the FCC-administered areas, including those in Region 3, has dropped slightly to approximately 660,000. However, it appears that the number of new amateur licenses being issued is beginning to increase. During the past six months the number of new licensees issued per month has averaged more than 2,000. This appears to be related to renewed appreciation for Amateur Radio following the Hurricane Katrina disaster. We anticipate that the number of new licensees will continue to grow, particularly if HF privileges are available without a Morse code examination. Turning these new licensees into active, on-the-air radio amateurs is the key challenge facing the ARRL.

Taking advantage of the fact that 2006 marks the 100th anniversary of the first voice transmission over radio, the ARRL developed a promotional campaign built around the single word “Hello.” A special Web site, www.hello-radio.org, has been established which is much simpler and more welcoming to non-amateur visitors than the ARRL Web site can be. We are beginning to see signs of healthy growth in towns and cities where local radio clubs are using the “Hello” campaign to reach out to their communities. One key to success is the availability of mentoring for newcomers.

Emergency Communications

The ARRL maintains a very active emergency communications program called the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES). ARES operates primarily at the local level, with local groups typically linked together at the state level. Most state-level nets operate in the 75-meter band, 3800 – 4000 kHz, using SSB voice. Larger states may also have nets on 40 meters during the daytime. ARES increasingly is using digital data modes to provide connectivity to served agencies when their Internet-based email is disrupted.

Hurricane Katrina (August 2005) was a rare instance in which the geographic area affected by a natural disaster was so large that it encompassed several states. Based on our experience after Katrina hit Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama, the ARRL has formed a National Emergency Response Planning Committee to create a comprehensive recommendation for ARRL responses to large-scale regional, national and international disasters. The committee’s membership includes individuals with direct field experience in all aspects of emergency communications at various levels during disasters including hurricanes, earthquakes, wildfires, floods and terrorist activity.

ARRL Officers

In January 2006 Joel Harrison, W5ZN was elected to a two-year term of office as President of the ARRL. Joel served as First Vice President for the three terms that Jim Haynie, W5JBP, served as President from 2000-2006. Other current officers include First Vice President Kay Craigie, N3KN, Vice President Rick Roderick, K5UR, and International Affairs Vice President Rod Stafford, W6ROD.

Conference Delegation

The ARRL delegation to the Bangalore Conference will be headed by International Affairs Vice President Rod Stafford, W6ROD, and will include Chief Executive Officer David Sumner, K1ZZ and Chief Technology Officer Paul Rinaldo, W4RI. During our week in Bangalore we look forward to working with our colleagues from throughout Region 3 for the betterment of Amateur Radio worldwide.
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