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Proposed Draft Terms of Reference for

Chairman of the Disaster Communications Committee

1. Background

At the 12th IARU Region 3 Conference, Taipei, the following Recommendation 12-J/XII.was adopted:

“Recommendation 12-J/XII

That

1. the IARU Region 3 Member Societies note the recent changes to Article 25 and arrange with their administrations to take immediate and necessary steps to allow amateur stations to prepare for and to meet communication needs in support of disaster relief 

2. the Member Societies arrange with their administration to permit a person who has been granted a licence to operate an amateur station by another administration, to operate an amateur station while that person is temporarily in its territory, subject to such conditions or restrictions it may impose

3. the Directors review terms of reference for the Chairman of Disaster Communications Committee and solicit Member Societies for the Chairman of the Committee.”

2. Proposals 

Accordingly, after consultation with the temporary Chairman of the Disaster Communications Committee, the Directors would like to propose the draft Terms of Reference for Chairman of the Disaster Communications Committee, as annexed, for adoption at the 13th Conference.

Annex

Doc. R3-012

August xx, 2006

DRAFT
TERMS of REFERENCE
CHAIRMAN of

THE IARU REGION 3 DISASTER COMMUNICATIONS
COMMITTEE.

PREAMBLE.

Amateurs taking up an appointment as a Committee Chairman for IARU Region 3 are expected to be impartial and neutral and act on a regional and/or international basis and not a local, national or country basis.

GENERAL CONDITIONS.

1. All IARU Region 3 Committee Chairmen shall be appointed by the Regional Conference, the supreme authority of IARU Region 3 failing which, and under the direction of the Conference, the Directors of IARU Region 3 (the Directors) shall make the appointment.
2. The appointment will be for a period of three years or until the next Conference whichever event transpires first.
3. All Committee Chairmen, in respect of their duties for IARU Region 3, shall be responsible only to the Directors and through them the Regional Conference.
4. All Committee Chairmen of IARU Region 3 shall deal with all aspects, relevant to 
the Region 3 geographical area, of policy and planning statements issued by the Administrative Council (AC) of IARU either directly or through the relevant IARU International Coordinator appointed by the AC. In this work Committee Chairmen will take account of decisions and recommendations arrived at by IARU Region 3 Conferences and Directors’ meetings.
5. All Committee Chairmen of IARU Region 3 shall submit an Annual report to the Directors at a time determined by the Secretary. Such reports may not be limited to but must include any matters of policy difficulties that arose during the year.

6. At least four months prior to a Regional Conference all Committee Chairmen shall also submit a Report to the Conference for the general information of Member Societies. The Report shall cover the period of his office and in the first instance be submitted to the Secretary for inclusion in the Conference documents.
7. All Committee Chairmen of IARU Region 3 may attend Regional Conferences as a member of delegation of their society.

CHAIRMAN OF THE IARU REGION 3 DISASTER COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
A. To guide the work of the IARU Region 3 Disaster Communications Committee Chairman’s activity, reference is made to the IARU AC Resolution 98-1 “Concerning the Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunication Resources for Disaster Relief and Mitigation” and the “Terms of Reference of IARU Coordinator for Emergency Communications” (2003; Amended 2004). (Reference documents can be accessed at http://www.iaru.org/iaru-index.html#activities )

The Tampere Convention (1998) has defined the word "disaster" as a serious
disruption of the functioning of society, posing a significant, widespread
threat to human life, health, property or the environment, whether caused by
accident, nature or human activity, and whether developing suddenly or as
the result of complex, long-term processes
B. The IARU Region 3 Disaster Communications Committee Chairman will select his committee members from the members of the Member Societies of IARU Region 3 – preferably from those who are acting as “Disaster Communications Co-ordinators” within their Societies, or other suitable nominees
C. The IARU Region 3 Disaster Communications Committee Chairman shall identify recurring needs for disaster communications assistance within Region 3.

D. The Chairman shall prepare a checklist of dos and don’ts, procedures, protocols, packing lists and related issues relating to disaster communications.

E. The Chairman shall identify resources that could be used in international assistance.

F. The Chairman shall provide interim progress reports to Directors of Region 3.

G. The Chairman shall provide a report to each Region 3 Conference with recommendations for development of amateur radio disaster communications capabilities.

H. The Chairman shall assist the national Disaster Communications Co-ordinators (or alternates) in IARU Region 3 Member Societies to carry out their functions and to keep them informed of current developments.

=END=
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