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Introduction

The final Australian WRC-15 Preparatory Group meeting was held on Thursday 27 August. The outputs of this meeting were the final Australian WRC-15 Delegation Brief and reference documents which contain Australia’s WRC positions.
 
For WRC-15 there are a number of items of direct interest to the amateur service:
Agenda item 1.4: a possible new secondary amateur allocation around 5300 kHz.
Agenda item 1.18: a new primary allocation to the radio location service (RLS) for short range automotive radar applications in the 77.5 – 78 GHz frequency band which is a primary amateur service allocation.

Agenda item 1.12: A new allocation for the earth exploration satellite service (EESS) around 9.9 GHz which might affect the secondary amateur allocation in the 10.0 – 10.5 GHz frequency band.

Agenda item 1.1: New spectrum for international mobile telecommunications (IMT) which might affect a number of amateur UHF and microwave allocations.

Australian Positions on relevant WRC-15 Agenda Items

The Australian position on agenda item 1.4 is:
Australia supports Method A3 of the CPM Report to WRC-15 on agenda item 1.4, for a secondary global allocation to the amateur service of no more than 10 kHz, in a contiguous frequency range, in the range 5 275 kHz-5 450 kHz.
Australia does not support a secondary allocation for the amateur service in:
· The 5 250-5 275 kHz frequency range and recommends it be excluded from consideration given sharing with oceanographic radar is not feasible.
· Over the entire 5 275-5 450 kHz frequency range (Method A1).
While not ideal, this position does support a new secondary 60 m amateur allocation and it means there will be Australian support for a new, though small, secondary amateur allocation at WRC-15. There is no APT Common Proposal to WRC-15 for agenda item 1.4 as it was not possible to reach a consensus position.
The Australian position on agenda item 1.18 is:
Australia supports Method A of the CPM Report to WRC-15 to satisfy this agenda item, noting that potential interference to radio astronomy services would be expected to be localised and could best be resolved by the concerned administrations (as shown in section 3.18.3 of the CPM Report to WRC-15 Sharing studies with the radio astronomy service).

This means that Australia supports a new RLS allocation limited to short range automotive radar systems that will coexist with the primary amateur allocation between 77.5 and 78 GHz. ITU-R sharing studies show that there will be little impact upon typical amateur operations in that band. 

The Australian position on agenda item 1.12 is:

Australia supports Method B2 of the CPM Report to WRC-15.
 
This means a possible new primary Earth exploration-satellite (active) service allocation in the frequency bands 9 200-9 300 MHz and 9 900-10 400 MHz which overlaps the secondary amateur allocation in the 10.0 – 10.5 GHz frequency band. ITU-R sharing studies indicate that interference to amateur and amateur satellite stations will be minimal and of order 40 seconds every 10 or 11 days.  Australia supports the APT Common Proposal to WRC-15 on this agenda item.

The Australian and other national/regional views on agenda item 1.1 are highly variable and complex and it remains to be seen if any amateur allocations might be affected. The IMT industry is well funded and the growth in IMT usage means that IMT services and applications will continue to demand more radio spectrum which may have an impact on VHF/UHF/microwave amateur allocations at some time in the future.
Future WRC Agenda items (Agenda Item 10)
WRC-15 will consider possible new agenda items for WRC-19. At this point in time there are two possible agenda items of direct relevance to the amateur service, neither of which have significant impact upon Australian amateurs:
	Mobile, amateur and amateur satellite service in the band 47-68 MHz 

CEPT
	To consider an allocation to the mobile, amateur and amateur satellite service in the band 47-68 MHz. 

	CEPT likely to support as indicated in draft ECP [9]

Defence notes that this is an important band for Defence tactical land mobile radio.
	Monitor

Australia is open to accepting a future agenda item on this issue but is not expected to actively advocate for its inclusion on the WRC-19 agenda as Regions 2 and 3 already have mobile and amateur allocations in this frequency range. However, Australia does have some interest in an allocation to the amateur satellite service in the 50-54 MHz portion of this band given the potential opportunity for international harmonisation. 

Australia also has an interest in ensuring that any future agenda item adequately considers the requirements of, and does not place undue constraints on, other primary services.



	Amateur allocation in the band 1800-2000 kHz 

CEPT
	To consider an amateur allocation in the band 1800-2000 kHz range to enable harmonisation of 1 800-2 000 kHz in Region 1 with amateur service allocations in Regions 2 and 3.
	CEPT likely to support as indicated in draft ECP [9]

This appears to be a Region 1 issue as Regions 2 and 3 already have amateur allocations in this frequency range.
	Monitor

Australia is interested to ensure that any agenda item on this issue is limited to Region 1.



Where Monitor means Australia has an inclination to either support or oppose but there is not an expectation that Australia will be heavily involved in pursuing an outcome.  The other options are to have No View or to explicitly Support or Oppose.
 These are possible agenda items only and it may be that other WRC-19 agenda items of concern to the amateur service will arise, especially threats to the microwave allocations, during WRC-15.
 
Conclusion
 
The Australian positions on WRC-15 agenda items are generally favourable, though care is needed about how agenda item 1.1 might develop. 

The final outcome on all agenda items will be decided at WRC-15 and such outcomes may, or may not, align with the existing Australian views. At which time Australia might seek to add its name to regulatory footnotes in the ITU Radio Regulations, or to develop and apply specific footnotes to the Australian radio frequency bandplan which will be revised following the conclusion of WRC-15.


Recommendation
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