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Proposed Recommendation to start an initiative towards 
Morse Code Telegraphy as UNESCO Intangible Heritage
(JARL)

1. Introduction

The Morse Code Telegraphy is a milestone in the development of both wired and wireless telecommunication. It was a superb invention to transmit characters to the far end by simple on-off keying of whatever media. Firstly, English alphabetical codes were established, but soon after many other codes for different alphabets in different languages. The Morse Code Technology was widely used for conveying telegraph messages for more than a century.
However, the development of telecommunication technology is very quick and telephone and direct printing telegraphy took over the most of telecommunications demands. Even the maritime mobile communications between lands and ships do not require Morse Code Telegraphy as a mandatory requirement anymore. Now a days, some maritime mobile community and amateur community are only inherits of Morse Code Telegraphy.
IARU Region 1 adopted the recommendation proposed by DARC to safeguard Morse Code as an Intangible Cultural Heritage, at their Conference at Sun City, South Africa in August 2011. The President of IARU Region 1 reported their initiative to IARU and its member societies in December 2012. Last year, DARC applied to register the Morse Code in German list of cultural heritage, but could not get it through the competition with other candidates.
The rules of UNESCO prioritizes the multi-national proposal to be considered at its Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) Committee. So, it is desirable to apply the Morse Code Telegraphy from as many countries as possible to promote the priority of consideration at UNESCO ICH Committee.

2. Proposed recommendation to the IARU Region 3 Member Societies

It is recommended that each Member Society to take initiative to approach its national party of UNESCO ICH Committee to raise the Morse Code Telegraphy as the Intangible Cultural Heritage.


Attachment:	Message from the President of IARU Region 1.
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