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1.0 Introduction

Malaysian Amateur Radio Transmitters’ Society (MARTS), the national radio amateur society of Malaysia was formed in 1952.  On behalf of all amateur radio in Malaysia, we are pleased to submit this report for the 16th IARU Conference in Bali, Indonesia, 2015.


2.0 Amateur Radio in Malaysia

A Malaysian citizen gains entry to the operation of amateur radio by undergoing the passing of the radio amateur examination (RAE) and Morse code testing that lead to Class B and then Class A licenses respectively.

2.1 Types of Licenses
There are two (2) classes of amateur radio licenses in Malaysia, namely the A and B class.  The operating privileges for class A and class B license holders are as listed in table 2-1.

	
	Maximum Power Level (Watts PEP)

	Frequency (MHz)
	Class A
	Class B

	1.800 – 2.000
	400
	



No access

	3.500 – 3.900
	
	

	7.000 – 7.200
	
	

	10.100 – 10.150
	
	

	14.000 – 14.350
	
	

	18.068 – 18.168
	
	

	21.000 – 21.450
	
	

	24.890 – 24.990
	
	

	28.000 – 29.700
	
	50

	50.000 – 54.000
	
	

	144.000 – 148.000
	50
	

	430.000 – 440.000
	
	

	1,240.000 – 1,300.000
	
	



No access

	2,300.000 – 2,450.000
	
	

	3,300.000 – 3,500.000
	
	

	5,650.000 – 5,850.000
	
	

	10,000.000 – 10,500.000
	
	

	24,000.000 – 24,050.000
	
	

	47,000.000 – 47,200.000
	
	

	75,500.000 – 81,000.000
	
	

	241,000.000 – 250,000.000
	25
	


[bookmark: _GoBack]Table 2-1 – Class A & B Operating Privileges


2.2 Types of Amateur Radio Examinations
The radio amateur examination (RAE) which is a theory written examination and the Morse Code examinations are conducted by the Malaysian Communication and Multimedia Commission (MCMC) quarterly every year with computerized test conducted on limited basis every month. The Morse code practical examination is conducted twice every year.

A candidate that successfully passes the RAE will be eligible to apply for a class B amateur radio license.  After holding a Class B license for one year, he or she will then be eligible to sit for the Morse Code examination.  Upon successfully passing this test, the candidate will be eligible to apply for a class A amateur radio license.

2.3	Class B and Class A License Holders in General
While a large majority of the amateurs in Malaysia are class B license holders that operate mainly on the 144 MHz and 430 MHz band, there has been an emerging number of class B amateurs who are exploring the 28 MHz and 50 MHz band.   APRS has attracted a lot of their attention and activities.

The number of new Class A license amateur holders increases in a slower pace as compared to their Class B counterpart.

Recently, it is encouraging to note a recent phenomenon among the local ham fraternity.  There has been an observable increasing in the number of participation by Malaysian amateurs in international amateur radio contests, award chasing, and DXpeditions.

2.4 Number of Amateur Radio Licenses
As of 10th July 2015, the current number of licensed amateurs is as shown in table 2-2.
	
	License
	Count

	Class A (Individual)
	537

	Class B (Individual)
	10,977 

	Club
	44

	Repeater
	130

	Special Event
	5

	Beacon
	2

	Gateway
	16


Table 2-2 –Amateur Radio Licenses in Malaysia as of 1st July 2015


3.0	MARTS Society Update

The number of active MARTS members for year 2013, 2014 and 2015 are as shown in table 3-1.

	Membership Category
	Eligibility
	2013
	2014
	2015 (As of 10 July 2015)

	Ordinary 
	9M and 9W (Class A & B) Malaysian Citizen License Holders
	269
	225
	145

	Life 
	9M and 9W (Class A & B) Malaysian Citizen License Holders
	80
	80
	80

	Associate 
	Non-Malaysian License Holders & Short Wave Listeners
	18
	16
	3

	Affiliated 
	For Clubs & Societies
	4
	3
	1

	Grand Total
	371
	324
	229


Table 3-1 Active MARTS members as of 1st July 2015

The society’s latest AGM took place on Saturday, 30th May 2015 at Kompleks Sukan MSN Setiawangsa, Jalan Wangsa Perdana, Kuala Lumpur and the new council for years 2015 – 2017 was elected as shown in table 3-2.

	President: 
	Ir. Hj. Mohd. Aris Bernawi, 9M2IR

	Vice-president: 	
	Aiznin Sairi Sulaiman, 9W2SBS

	Secretary: 		
	Zanirul Akhmal Zairun, 9M2PRO

	Assistant Secretary: 	
	Sion Chow Qi Chao, 9M2CQC

	Treasurer: 		
	Rabindra Harichandra, 9W2PD

	Assistant Treasurer: 
	Saidi Mohamed Mohd Sidi, 9W2PRH

	Council Member: 	
	Mohamad Norzam Abas, 9W2WWW
Zulfadzli Haji Ahmad, 9W2ZF
Ahmad Azlan Ab Aziz, 9M2AGC


Table 3-2 – MARTS Council for year 2015 - 2017




4.0	MARTS work with MCMC

The following is a brief summary of works and collaboration that MARTS has with the government agency MCMC.

4.1 Removal of CW as condition for access to HF spectrum
MARTS is actively working with MCMC on the abolishment of CW requirement for full access to the HF spectrum as per WRC-03.  Despite having no general objection to this, MCMC however expresses concerns about simply allowing class B license holders to gain full access to the HF spectrum and operating at higher power levels.

MARTS is working to address these concerns and have presented various options for MCMC to consider.  MARTS is looking forward to resolve these pending issues so that more amateurs in Malaysia can gain access to the HF spectrum.

4.2 Additional allocation of 60m band
MARTS acknowledges the importance of having an extra allocation in the 60m band and has brought this to the attention of MCMC.   We believe that this additional allocation will be particular useful for emergency and NVIS communication within the country and region.

At the time of writing, MCMC is supportive of our proposal as reflected in the consultative paper circulated by MCMC for comments, and waiting for the formal paperwork to be completed.  MARTS hopes and looks forward that this will be materialized and Malaysia would soon be able to join the growing list of countries enjoying the amateur radio allocation on 60m.

4.3 		Approved Equipment Listing
Malaysia’s rules require all amateur radio equipment that is to be used in Malaysia to be type approved before they can be imported and used legally.   As new models are released fairly frequently, MARTS is pleased to announce that it is working closely with MCMC to ensure that the approved equipment list is updated often.  This will help to ease the process of importation of amateur radio equipment into Malaysia and avoid probable hassle of going through the required type approval procedures when new models of transceiver are imported.

4.4		Reciprocal Licensing
MARTS is working on widening the list of reciprocal countries with Malaysia to ease the process of allowing Malaysian amateur operators to operate amateur radio in foreign countries and vice versa.  While waiting for various option to be discussed and resolved with MCMC, MARTS looks forward to work and cooperate with neighboring countries in particular in securing reciprocal agreements.  MARTS hopes that IARU R3 can look and explore into the possibility of setting up a similar “CEPT” like reciprocal agreement concept in R3 member countries.

4.5	40m band expansion and Emission Modes
MCMC has officially endorsed the extension of the 40m band from 7.0 MHz – 7.2 MHz.  The previous 40m allocation was only from 7.0 – 7.1 MHz.  MARTS have also worked with MCMC to update the list of permitted emissions modes allowed for both Class A and B license holders.  This is important to ensure that licensed amateurs in Malaysia can operate and experiment with new emission modes legally.  


5.0 		Amateur Radio Events in Malaysia

Below is a brief summary of amateur radio events that took place in Malaysia.  These are events organized either by MARTS or other amateur radio societies.

5.1 Emcomm GoBox Competition
The purpose of this event is to show how to pack and equip the minimum essential equipment needed to enable a lightweight, rugged, yet portable emergency communications station.  MARTS wanted to be ready and be able to make readily available local radio amateurs in West Malaysia to produce a complete, compact station, so as to provide the communications support when requested by the authorities.  This event was first held in May 2014 and again in early part of this year, MARTS plans to make this an annual event.

5.2 KL Fox Hunt
The KL Fox Hunt that was held together with Emcomm GoBox competition was participated well by amateur radio from various club, association and states.  

5.3 ARISS School Contact with Astronauts on the ISS
Every year since 2007 the club station (9M2RPN) located in the satellite ground station building of the National Planetarium, Kuala Lumpur organizes an ARISS event in conjunction with its “National Space Challenge” programme.   About fifteen (15) children around the age of 10 are picked to ask a question each to the assigned astronaut on board the ISS.  This programme was first started in 2007 when Malaysia’s first astronaut went to the ISS.  It has since become an annual event.

5.4 57th Independence Day Special Event
DX groups from all over Malaysia activated the special event callsigns as shown in Table 5-1 to commemorate the 57th Anniversary of Malaysian independence.  This event took place from 0001 hours on 30th August 2014 till 2359 hours on 31st August 2014.

	Callsign
	State

	9M57MJ
	Johor: Darul Takzim

	9M57MK
	Kedah: Darul Aman

	9M57MD
	Kelantan: Darul Naim

	9M57MM
	Melaka: Bandar Bersejarah

	9M57MC
	Pahang: Darul Ridzuan

	9M57MA
	Perak: Darul Ridzuan

	9M57MR
	Perlis: Indera Kayangan

	9M57MP
	Pulau Pinang: Pulau Mutiara

	9M57MS
	Sabah: Di Bawah Bayu

	9M57MW
	Sarawak: Bumi Kenyalang

	9M57MB
	Selangor: Darul Ehsan

	9M57MN
	Sembilan: Darul Khusus

	9M57MT
	Terengganu: Darul Iman


Table 5-1 – 57th Independence Day Special Event Callsigns

5.5	HF EM-Comm 
Sarawak chapter carried out the activities between members in Kuching, Sarawak, and this time at Kuching.  Johnny Tan, 9M8DB (one of the Council member) assisted ARCS (the affiliated society in Sarawak) in the introduction and coordination during the exercise.

5.6	Global set
Readiness to response to emergency assistance.   Johnny Tan, 9M8DB was the coordinator for Asia Pacific.  Four club participated and individual namely 9M4CMR, 9M4RSQ, 9M8DB and 9M2CIO.

5.7	Asian Regional Forum for Emergency and Disaster 
This exercise was held in Taso Timah, Perlis on 26 to 27th May 2015.  Amateur Radio provided assistance in radio communication for the incident area, and remote location that require communication.

5.8 	International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend (ILLW) 
Similar number (13) of Malaysian stations participated in this year’s special event of communication between lighthouses in Malaysia and the rest of the world.  A new station at Melaka Central is added to this year’s event.

5.9	Malaysian Floods 
The eastern part of peninsula Malaysia was hit by severe flooding in December 2014.  Members of MARTS throughout the country provided helping hands in term of communicating in and out of the incident area.   Official recognition that permitted MARTS emcomm operators to carry third party traffic was received.  Specifically MARTS operated a base station at Bilik Berita (News Room), RTM to receive reports of the flood situation on a continuous basis.  Report of consequential effect was also received and conveyed to the respective department.

Thank you / Terima Kasih.


Prepared by:	Sion Chow, 9M2CQC
Checked by: 	Dr. Chow Chee Onn, 9M2CCO
Approved by:	Ir. Mohd Aris Bernawi, 9M2IR

____________________
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