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Background

Amateur radio was re-opened in China in 1980, started from club stations in sports organizations. At that time there only few amateur radio stations in China and the sports organizations were the only groups experienced in amateur radio. For this reason, the radio authorities committed the sports organizations to help in the amateur radio management, including acting as the service windows for receiving the application forms, and act as the organizer of the amateur radio licensing examinations. This two-layered structure of both radio and sports was reflected in the amateur radio regulations of 1882 and 1992. 

Since then, amateur radio in the mainland of China has grown from its original trailing infant to a significant radio service among others, and received more and more support and care from radio administrations. The amateur radio population has been increased to about 50,000. The hams are spread over all corners and well out of the service range of sports organization system. The old management system adopted by previous regulations no longer works.

To better meet the changing needs from radio amateurs, the Radio Administration Bureau under the Ministry of Industry and Information of China, which is the highest radio authority of the country, started a series of work to revise the amateur radio regulation four years ago, including investigation, analyzing, drafting, collecting request and proposals from radio amateurs and radio governors, drafting, calling for open opinions by meetings and via internet.  

The Current State
In the meanwhile the new amateur radio regulation is just waitting for the final approvement and hopefully will be publisized soon.           

CRAC and CRAC/CRSA’s Involving

CRAC is a new national amateur radio organization established in 2010. It consists of radio amateurs, representatives from radio administrators, amateur radio equipment enterprises and other amateur radio organizations such as local amateur radio societies and radio-sport organizations. CRAC’s objectives are the protection, promotion, and advancement of the Amateur and Amateur-Satellite Services within the framework of radio regulations set by the national radio authority, which represents China in ITU. CRAC will represent the benefit of amateur radio community to other radio services, and will be the helper of amateur radio administrations; Thus CRAC has a favorite bridging positing between radio amateurs and radio administrations. This enables CRAC to be intensively involved in all stages of the regulation revising and has been played very active role to submit the requirement of radio amateurs, supply with the reference materials, propose the drafting texts, reflecting the opinions from radio amateurs to the drafting scripts in different revising stages, etc. CRSA, as an organizer dedicated on sports type amateur radio activities like ARDF, also participated in some part of the work.

The main changes in the new regulation 

From the view point of radio amateurs, the main changes in the new regulation against the old version could be summarized as following:

1, The flowchart of amateur radio administration is clarified.

In the new regulation, it is clarified that amateur radio licensing is duly governed by radio administration. Radio amateurs no longer have to be dealing with two different departments, radio and sports, as they did in the past 30 years.  

2, Licensing procedure is simplified. 

The administration system in China is in a hierarchy structure. The affairs of individuals are normally processed locally. According to the previous regulations, the ham license application must firstly be submitted to the local radio-sports organization, but in fact there is no such organizations in many provinces, as an unofficial remedy, the applications were sent to CRSA in Beijing and then round way back to local radio administration. Lot of problems was caused by this unhandy flowchart. 

The new regulation makes the license application much simpler. The application is to be directly submitted to the nearest local radio administration or its agency, and the allowed total processing time is limited in 20 working days.

3, The mobile operation is simplified.

The mobile operation of any amateur radio station was allowed in China. However, the license was locally issued by provincial radio administration and only valid in the same province. If an operator wishes to bring her/his station to make a cross-provincial mobile operation, she/he shall obtain the permissions from the radio administration of the each destination province. It is troublesome. The new regulation makes amateur radio license valid in all provinces, and the mobile operation in the mainland will become easy.

4, The call sign system is simplified.

According to the previous regulations, amateur radio stations are divided into 4 classes. When upgraded from the lowest to the highest, three different call sign must be used. In addition, when an operator is moved his home to a new province, her/his call sign must be re-assigned. This not only requires operators to re-print QSL cards and change email address, etc., but also causes the call sign resource exhausted quickly in some areas. 

After careful consideration and many discussions during the revising work, the new regulation will be based on the principle of life-long call sign. The change between license categories will not cause the call sign re-assigning. When an operator moves, she/he may select between using a new call sign or keep the original call sign, as if she/he just makes mobile operation in the new place.  

5, The open question pool for licensing exam will be used.

So far there is no standard question pool for the licensing examination. The examination was organized by CRSA about once a year, and the examine paper was manually designed every time without pre-settled border of the questions. 

The new regulation does not specifically mentioned the exact way of licensing examination, but stated the verification of the operational and technical qualifications would be in accordance with a national standard. This implies there will be a coming national standard for the verification examination, in fact, including an open questing pool. 

CRAC is now helping the radio administration to finalizing the initial version of the question pool, and related computer software as well. There will be on-line examine software for those places where on-line testing is practical, and an examine paper generating software for the rest places. With the pool and software, provincial radio administrations and their agencies may conduct licensing examinations at any time of need and the applicants no longer have to wait for a long time, and new comers will be enabled to prepare the exams much more easily.     
6, The ham license for the temporary residence is possible.

According to the previous amateur radio regulations, the amateur radio station license can only be issued to the persons with Chinese citizenship. 

While in the new regulation there is no clause to make such a limit. That means it is possible for an overseas ham who lives in the mainland of China to apply for a license for her/his own amateur radio station, provided she/he holds the temporary residence permit issued by local government of China, and she/he can pass through the same licensing examinations as domestic people do.

7，The membership of any society will be a free choice of each ham.

It was stated 30 years ago that any applicant for amateur radio license must get CRSA membership. This will no longer exist in the new regulation. If join or not join the national amateur radio society or any local amateur radio society will be a free choice for each radio amateur. 
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