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International/Regional Telecommunication Conferences, Meetings and Events
(Directors of IARU Region 3)
1  WRC-15
Spectrum is important resources and essential to the amateur radio services. 

One of the IARU objectives is to protect frequency bands which have been allocated to the amateur services by the ITU and to pursue modest amounts of additional spectrum necessary to satisfy the requirements of the amateur services. IARU Region 3 works for the national amateur radio societies of Region 3 taking into account the IARU objectives.

A family of frequencies that allows reliable communications over various distances at different times of the day and during different parts of the sun spot cycle is important to the amateur service, particularly for emergency communications. 

The allocations made by the last two World Radiocommunication Conferences (WRC’s) were as follows:

(1) The 2007 WRC made a worldwide secondary allocation of the low-frequency band 135.7-137.8 kHz to the Amateur Service subject to certain footnotes;

(2) The 2012 WRC made a worldwide secondary allocation of the medium-frequency band 472-479 kHz. to the Amateur Service subject to certain footnotes.

The 2012 WRC adopted the following agenda items for WRC-15 which directly or indirectly affect the amateur services:

(1) agenda item 1.4: to consider possible new allocation to the amateur service on a secondary basis within the band 5 250-5 450 kHz in accordance with Resolution 649 (WRC-12)- Responsible group WP5A; 
(2) agenda item 1.6.1: to the fixed-satellite service (Earth-to-space and space-to-Earth) of 250 MHz in the range between 10 GHz and 17 GHz in Region 1; and review the regulatory provisions on the current allocations to the fixed-satellite service within each range, taking into account the results of ITU‑R studies, in accordance with Resolutions 151 (WRC‑12) and 152 (WRC‑12), respectively- Responsible group WP5A;
(3) agenda item 1.10: to consider spectrum requirements and possible additional spectrum allocations for the mobile-satellite service in the Earth-to-space and space-to-Earth directions, including the satellite component for broadband applications, including International Mobile Telecommunications (IMT), within the frequency range from 22 GHz to 26 GHz, in accordance with Resolution 234 (WRC‑12) - Responsible group WP4C;

(4) agenda item 1.12: to consider an extension of the current worldwide allocation to the Earth exploration-satellite (active) service in the frequency band 9 300-9 900 MHz by up to 600 MHz within the frequency bands 8 700-9 300 MHz and/or 9 900-10 500 MHz, in accordance with Resolution 651 (WRC 12) - Responsible group WP7C;

(5) agenda item 1.18: to consider a primary allocation to the radiolocation service for automotive applications in the 77.5-78.0 GHz frequency band in accordance with Resolution 654 (WRC 12) - Responsible group WP5B;

(6) agenda item 9.1.7: Resolution 647 (Rev. WRC-12) Spectrum management guidelines for emergency and disaster relief radiocommunication- Responsible group WP1B.

Among these agenda items agenda item 1.4 is seen by our member societies as particularly important. In the current HF allocations to the amateur service there is a significant gap, which causes many problems in terms of communication when the maximum usable frequency (MUF) falls below 7 MHz and the lowest usable frequency (LUF) is above 4 MHz, with the result that amateur stations need to be able to access spectrum at around 5 MHz in order to provide reliable communication, particularly important when providing emergency communications in response to disaster situations.
We have to carefully watch the other agenda items to ensure that the frequency bands that have been allocated to the amateur services are protected and can as required share with other services.  

In addition to these items, Agenda Item 2.2,  one of the preliminary agenda items for the 2018 WRC should also be carefully watched  because currently, many nano- and picosatellites use spectrum allocated to the amateur satellite service, although their missions are potentially inconsistent with the amateur services; and Resolution 757 (WRC 12) invites ITU-R to examine the procedures for notifying space networks and consider possible modifications to enable the deployment and operation of nano- and picosatellites, taking into account the short development time, short mission time and unique orbital characteristics and instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau to report to WRC‑15 on the results of these studies.
2  ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R), APT and Other Meetings

Radiocommunication Sector Working Party (WP) 5A is the responsible group for the amateur services; therefore, we have to carefully follow its activities. 

Hopefully, a number of Region 3 administrations will include an amateur in their delegations to WP5A.

IARU Region 3 will cooperate with the IARU, which is a Sector member and which will send delegate(s) to WP5A, to achieve our objectives of protecting frequency bands which have been allocated to the services by the ITU and pursuing the additional spectrum to satisfy requirements to the services.

Regarding the activities of APT (Asia-Pacific Telecommunity) Region 3 should send delegate(s) to the meetings of APG-2015 (APT Conference Preparatory Group for WRC-15). 

One of the APG objectives is to develop APT Common Proposals for WRCs. In the past, APT Common Proposals for WRCs have had great influence on the decision of the WRC. Therefore, we have to make effort to get APT Common Proposals for WRC-12 favorable to amateur radio and our societies. 

Typically five APG meetings are planned for the each WRC cycle. We expect that two directors will attend the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th APG meetings.

At the moment there are no other organization meetings except the ITU-R meetings and the APG meetings mentioned above that are related to the IARU Region 3 responsibilities.

3  ITU-TELECOM

Due to the budget limitation of IARU Region 3 nobody from the IARU Region 3 will attend ITU-TELECOM. 

However, we will attend a Regional Telecom taking place in Region 3, subject only to the budget of IARU Region 3.
4  Recommendation:
That member societies note the agenda items for WRC-15 affecting the amateur service and the actions required to prepare. Further that member societies work closely with their administrations/regulators to protect and improve our spectrum allocations; especially for agenda item 1.4 to achieve a Secondary allocation near 5 MHz.
Contact: Shizuo Endo, JE1MUI; e-mail address: shizuoendo72@ac.auone-net.jp
____________________
