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Background
In 1980, NZART Council created the Frequency Management Working Group (FMWG), to advise Council on the management of Amateur Radio spectrum. 
The New Zealand Radio Regulator passed control of Amateur band use and emission modes to the Amateur Service in 1983. 
NZART obtained the services of a Professional Radio Engineer (a Radio Amateur), in 1985, to provide FMWG with much-needed expertise in licensing and band planning. 
NZART Council restructured FMWG in 1987 as the Frequency Management and Technical Advice Group (FMTAG) giving the Group additional responsibilities. 
The New Zealand Radio Regulator devolved many of its licensing activities in 2004, with NZART being given responsibility for the coordination and licensing of Amateur Repeaters, Amateur Links and Amateur Beacons. As at June 2012, more than 200 licences had been granted in the eight years since devolution. 
The New Zealand Radio Regulator also devolved to NZART the supervision of suitably qualified persons for the examination of candidates for the General Amateur Operators Certificate, and the issuing of Amateur callsigns. As at June 2012, eight Amateurs had qualified to be appointed “Approved Radio Examiners” (ARX) by the Radio Regulator. 
New Zealand Amateur Bands 

New Zealand Amateurs have access to all the traditional MF, HF, VHF, UHF, SHF and EHF Amateur bands, with a transmitter output power limit of 1,000 Watts peak envelope power (PEP). 
The 6 metre band limits are currently 51-53 MHz.  NZART has negotiated with the Primary user of the spectrum for site-by-site access to 53-54 MHz, for the output of Amateur repeaters.  The licences for the existing user of 50-51 MHz expire in August 2015.  NZART is hopeful of recovering this long lost part of the band. 
ZL amateur’s also have access to additional bands: 130-190 kHz (1,800 metres), 505-515 kHz (600 metres), 26.95-27.30 kHz (11 metres), 614-622 MHz (50 cm) and 921-928 MHz (32 cm). 
These five unusual allocations all have some restrictions (power level, band width, temporary status, etc.). 
In particular: 
614-622 MHz.
This band is used for the output of Amateur Television repeaters. The majority of the licences were cancelled in March 2010; the remainder expire at the end of December 2013. NZART is hopeful of obtaining replacement spectrum, elsewhere in the UHF band, once the conversion of analogue broadcast television to digital is complete. 
921-928 MHz.
This band was initially 921-929 MHz. The band will be expanded to 915-928 MHz in December 2015. 
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