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The following paragraphs set out some of the significant recent happenings in IARU Region 1 
The IARU Region 1 Conference

The 21st IARU Region 1 Conference was hosted by the Hrvatski Radioamaterski Savez (HRS), the Croatian Amateur Radio Society. The conference was held in Cavtat, on the Adriatic Sea, about 10 km south of Dubrovnik, and started on Sunday 16 November and ended on Thursday 20 November 2009.

 

Some 130 delegates representing 52 member societies as well as IARU Headquarters and the other IARU Regions attended.  The Conference in its four main Committees dealt with over 150 papers on a wide range of issues that had been submitted to it for consideration.  

There were workshops on Ethics and Operating Procedures run by John Devoldere, ON4UN, and on the Future Direction of Amateur Radio by Bob Whelan, G3PJT.  Alexander Gulyaev of the European Radio Communications Office gave an interesting short presentation on CEPT Activities related to Amateur Radio.

There have been changes to the Executive Committee with Ole Garpestad, LA2RR, Don Beattie, G3BJ, Hans Ehlers, DF5UG and Max Raicha, 5Z4MR indicating that they were not available for re-election.  Ole has been appointed as the Vice President of IARU.

The newly elected Executive Committee for the Region is:

· Hans Blondeel Timmerman, PB2T - President

· Tafa Diop, 6W1KI – Vice President

· Dennis Green, ZS4BS – Secretary

· Andreas Thiemann, HB9JOE – Treasurer

Members

· Betty Magnin, F6IOC

· Colin Thomas, G3PSM

· Hani Raad, OD5TE

· Panayot Danev, LZ1US

· Nikola Percin, 9A5W

The 22nd Tri-annual conference of IARU Region 1 will take place at Sun City, South Africa in August 2011.

Access to 40 Metres
On 29 March 2009, IARU Region 1 received primary access to 7,100 to 7,200 MHz as decided by WRC-03.  Many countries in the Region had received secondary non-interference access before this date.

Not all Region 1 countries had received permission from their authorities by 29 March 2009. Slowly these countries are finalising the process and providing access to their radio amateurs with some countries have only now started the process.

There is still a number of broadcasters active in the 7,100 to 7,200 MHz segment and the IARUMS of Region 1 is actively monitoring the situation and making the necessary representations to authorities. 

Region 1 EC
The Region 1 EC held their first meeting from 28 February to 2 March 2009 at the  Heathrow Sheraton Hotel at Heathrow Airport in London.

The meeting looked at the region’s objectives for the next three years, based on items A1.3.1 to A1.3.10 of the IARU Region 1 constitution. The areas of responsibility of each EC member with respect to portfolios, working groups and member societies were discussed. The meeting looked at the status of some countries where the Region is trying to establish member societies. The recommendations from the 2008 Region 1 conference were discussed and where necessary they were allocated to EC members and committee chairmen. 
IARU Region 1 web site

At the EC meeting in London, a decision was taken to upgrade the web site of Region 1 to a Contest Management System (CMS).  A new web master was appointed and together with a sub-committee, the conversion of the web site was started. The new web site went live on 18 April 2009, World Amateur Radio day.

WRC-12

The Region has started preparing for WRC-12, with the chairman of the External Relations Committee (ERC) busy gathering data and participating in CEPT/CPG/PT C as coordinator for AI 1.23. Various Member Societies are liaising with their communications authorities to make the amateur radio stand points known and possibly in the inclusion of radio amateurs in the delegations to WRC-12. 

IARU Region 1 drafted an IARU position for WRC-12 and seeks for adoption by the IARU AC.

Regulatory affairs

ECC recommendations T/R 61-01 and 61-02 (version post WRC-03) are further implemented by CEPT countries and countries from outside CEPT. ERO the European Radio communications Office keeps an ECO database at www.erodocdb.dk 
ERO sent a letter to FCC informing them of the decision of WGRA to accept US with its General licence class as a party to CEPT Novice.
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