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NEW ZEALAND SCHOOLS AND AMATEUR RADIO ON THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION 
A paper from the New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters Incorporated (NZART)
Introduction 

NZART became actively involved with the Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (the ARISS Project) in mid-2007 with the appointment of a Coordinator, Peter Norden ZL2SJ.

Two schools showed interest and in November 2008,  St Teresa’s School in Featherston, with The Wairarapa Home School Association, both in the North Island, made history by being the first schools in New Zealand to make contact via Amateur Radio with one of the astronauts on board the International Space Station (ISS), Mike Finke KE5AET. 
In March 2009, Cotswold School in the South Island took part in contacting Mike Finke on the ISS.
All three contacts with the ISS were successful, with students from each school asking Mike a series questions the students had prepared and receiving the answers by amateur radio.
The interest was very high with television and the printed media in attendance at all three schools.
More schools are in the pipeline to go on to the waiting list for future contacts.
This was a very worth-while project. Amateur Radio operators actively working with students in the science of communications and space is very newsworthy. 
Recommendations 

That it be noted that 

1. NZART has very successfully coordinated two-way communications between the ISS and several New Zealand schools, each with direct individual student involvement.  

2. Radio communication can be used in school activities with space satellite involvement to bring good exposure of Amateur Radio to a wide audience via the publicity media. 
3. More detail is at: http://www.nzart.org.nz/ar_info/ariss.html 
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