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International Amateur Radio Union, Region 2

Reinaldo Leandro YV5AMH, Secretary
Radio Club Venezolano, PO. Box 2285 Caracas 1010A, Venezuela, E-mail: rleandro@cantv.net

This is a review of the recent activities of IARU Region II gladly submitted to the 13th IARU Region III Conference.

The IARU Region II conference was held in Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago in October 2004.

The Executive Committee (EC) met in Mexico City, Mexico September 3-4, 2005.

Must of the time and efforts by the R2 EC is geared to fulfill the need for a closer touch with the Member Societies in order to help them be more active in IARU affaires and secure a larger participation in the next regional conference. Each one of the members of the R2 EC recognize that the R2 EC must get the societies once again involved in our work if we are to be successful in the region. The need for regular area meetings was highlighted many times but unfortunately mostly for the lack of financial assets the member societies did not agree on the site and time of the meetings. One exception as we reported last year is the situation in Central America and Panamá where a sub-regional group no affiliated formally to IARU, but integrated by IARU MS except one, is FRACAP (Federación de Radio Aficionados de Centro América y Panamá) that is very active in the area, particularly as a social gathering of hams and highly regarded by local authorities. Vice president Jurado, Area director Gudiel attend the venue and had the opportunity to parallel discuss internal matters and convey the IARU message directly to many hams in the sub region.

During the past month the Region 2 covering North, Central and South America has been afflicted as every other region in the planet by her share of natural disasters and the many societies have been at the forefront of the assistance to the general public and relief organizations. The role of amateurs in the United States was well documented in the general press and amateur publications. However few is known of what happened in other countries where radio amateurs with much less resources played an important role assuring telecommunications in the first 24 to 72 hours when must of the public and private networks collapsed. Sometimes radio clubs are directly affected by the events; I might mention two cases here: The Radio Club in San Salvador suffered heavy damage in their building and in Guatemala the radio club lost all its radios and antennas.

An important part of our work in the region are the good relations an the presence of IARU-R2 in the meetings and conferences of the Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL) an agency of the Organization of American States (OAS) who is the regional telecommunications organization of the countries in ITU/IARU Region II. EC Vice-President Darío Jurado HP1DJ, director Daniel Lamoureux VE2KA and with the assistance from officers of the Member Societies have been effectively representing IARU Region II at those meetings. We continually submit to CITEL information papers on matters related to ham radio and request the MS to secure the support of their respective administrations on those issues. Recently we presented papers strongly opposing the BPL interferences and a request for a full support securing that the region will retain they full 300 KHz allocation on the 40 meters band. 

The International Telecommunications Union (“ITU”) Americas Telecom took place in Savador da Bahia, Brazil, October 3-6, 2005.  IARU Administrative Council policy is that the IARU regional organization is responsible for having an exhibit booth at a regional Telecom taking place within the IARU region. At our R2 EC meeting right after the 2004 R2 Conference Gustavo de Faria Franco, PT2ADM, agree to be the project leader for our IARU R2 booth at the Telecom and President Stafford attended the Telecom, both managed the booth with the valuable assistance by local amateurs that helped answering questions, hand out material, etc. IARU Vice President Tim Ellam VE6SH was also present and participated in a Forum program on Software.  President Stafford was invited by the ITU participate in a Forum panel dealing with Spectrum Management.  He made the point that a vital amateur radio service is definitely in the public interest.  “The amateur radio service is a dynamic, robust and re-configurable service that can meet the communications needs in emergencies.  Recent history such as the tsunami in South Asia and the recent hurricanes in the United States have shown that when all the other radio services are disabled amateur radio is there to be of assistance.  And, it is at no cost to the government.”

As announced, The Region 2 approved a new HF DX Award for those amateurs working the entities in our hemisphere. The rules and facsimile of the diploma will be published in our web page.

The guidelines and application for the Amateur Radio in Education Fund (AREF) established by a resolution of the R2 Conference, that will make money available to R2 societies to implement amateur radio in schools in their country were finally approved by the EC and distributed to the Members Societies. The EC is expecting several proposals to make some of the funds available.

The Region 2 HF Committee was reactivated by the Executive Committee which has selected a group of very experienced and knowledgeable amateur radio to integrate it. The R2HFC will be chaired by Mark Weiss K6FG and the other committee members are:  Robert Simpson VE3ODR, Ramon Santoyo XE1KK, Jeff Austin 9Y4JA, Region 2 Secretary Reinaldo Leandro YV5AMH and R2 Director Reinaldo Szama LU2AH. One of the first orders of business for the newly appointed committee will be to review the Region 2 band plans and make any recommendations for changes to the band plans for adoption at the next triennial Region 2 Conference.

The next region 2 Executive Committee meeting will be held in Buenos Aires Argentina the 4th and 5th September 2006, and our next triennial Conference in Brazil 2007.

Reinaldo Leandro, YV5AMH

Secretary Region II Executive Committee. 
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