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Report on the activities of The Amateur Radio Society of India (ARSI)

Since the last report was submitted, the Governing Council of ARSI has been attempting to consolidate, increase membership, improve communications with its members and, most importantly, establish regular lines of communication with The Wireless Planning and Coordination Wing (WPC) of the Ministry of Communications which controls amateur radio rules and licensing

This report will therefore touch on the various aspects of the Associations activities during the year.

1) Organisation

The management of ARSI is vested with the Governing Council (GC) elected by its members for a two-year term. This GC was elected in 2005 and therefore holds office until the AGM in 2007.

The GC appoints Regional Coordinators to further the interests of the Association. The QSL Manager, Disaster Communications Coordinator, Ham Radio News Editor and Awards Manager are also appointed by the GC.

2) Annual Conference and AGM

Over the past several years the annual conference has been held along with the Annual Hamfests which are held in various parts of the country. The next AGM of ARSI is expected to be held in the city of Kollam in Kerala at the time of the Hamfest being organized in September.

3) Headquarters

ARSI does not possess its own space to run its office. It functioned earlier in Mumbai at the office of VU2ST and ever since the office was shifted to Bangalore, it has been functioning courtesy VU2RCR at his home in Bangalore. The establishment of a permanent HQ for ARSI is a prime objective for us.

4) Liaison with WPC

As President, I made a visit to New Delhi in February and established contact with the various officers in the WPC and the Ministry of Communication and also the Ministry of Home Affairs. Historically Amateur Radio has had a very low priority for the ministries and efforts are being made to change that. They have all assured us of cooperation and continued efforts will be made to ensure that our priorities are taken care of.

Some changes are expected soon which may ease the present rather cumbersome licensing procedures. A 20 year and lifelong license is also on the cards. The grades of licenses may also be changed. The syllabus for the testing is also under review and rework. Amateur Radio rules in India are part of the Wireless Telegraph Act; any changes have to done by an act of parliament, and so is a long drawn out process.

5) Emergency Communications

The Tsunami which hit many areas in this region put to test the communication skills of our radio amateurs. Their efforts proved vital and were lauded by the  national press and in radio publications in most parts of the world.

Indian hams have always been at the forefront of emergency communications during any emergency situation.

The UNDP is in the process of setting up an early warning system and ham radio is also planned to be a part of it. Initially the town of Cuddalore on the East Coast, which was battered by the Tsunami, is being made a test location for all the various modes of communication. Digital Communications using Winlink 2000 which has proved itself during the Katrina hurricane is being tried out and VU2OHM in Cuddalore is going to run the local user node there. A couple of Kam Plus modems have been donated by Marc VU2BUA from Sydney and so Pactor 1 with Airmail will be set up there. HF Communications will be via the VU2GMN PMBO in Chennai. If successful the system will be replicated in other towns which may be exposed to emergencies. 

The UNDP is also in the process of setting up training centers in many places for imparting ham radio training 

A move is also being made to include basics of amateur radio in school curriculum.

6) IARU Liaison

VU2RCR OM Chandru was elected a director of Region 3 at the Taiwan Conference. This was the first time a VU ham has held that position and it has opened up links with various members in the region.

7) Band Monitoring

VU2UR OM Arasu has been doing the monitoring very efficiently for a number of years and his report is appended here as a part of this report. We are trying to get several other hams to also monitor the airwaves and report incursions and interference.

8) Contests

In an attempt to increase radio activity, several contests are being planned, starting with The Himalayan Contest, a unique contest which requires contact with different zip code areas of India. This year it is being restricted to VU hams, but after seeing the response, it may be opened out for DX hams also in subsequent years.

9) Island Activation

A group of ARSI members operated from 2 islands from the AS-169 IOTA group.

AT0EI was the special call sign used by this group and they operated from Elephanta Island off the coast of Mumbai from 10th to 12th February 2006.

AT0AI was the call used by the same group to operate from Arnala Island between 31st March and 2nd April 2006.  They worked on SSB, CW and digital modes.

Several Indian hams also took part in a festival at the Andaman Islands where a number of DX teams also were active with VU4 call signs.

10) QSL Bureau

The QSL Bureau is being run very efficiently and voluntarily by VU2DPD OM Dipu in Kolkatta. Sadly VU hams are not very QSL conscious and so the incoming QSL load is much higher than the outgoing. We are trying to get our members to take QSLing more seriously.

11) Nets & Repeaters

A number of VHF and HF nets are conducted daily. There are also many VHF repeaters functioning throughout India with varying levels of usage. A UHF Repeater is in the process of being set up in Chennai.

12) The Amateur bands in India

This is an extract of the band plans as given by WPC on their site:

	Category of Licence
	Frequency Bands
	Emission
	Max D. C. Input power

	Restricted Amateur    Wireless Telegraph             Station Licence  

see note (v) below
	144-146 MHz   

434-438 MHz  @ 


	A3E, H3E,

J3E,  R3E , F3E
	10 Watts

(Terrestrial Service only authorized)

	Amateur    Wireless Telegraph Station Licence  Grade I

	This is In addition to frequencies allotted to Grade II, 

144-146 MHz

434-438 MHz@

1260-1300 KHz @#

3300 – 3400 KHz@

5725-5840 @
	A1A ,A2A,A3E

H3E,J3E,R3E

F1B, F2B, F3E,

F3C, A3X, A3F

-Do-
	150 Watts

25 watts for terrestrial service, Amateur Satellite Service is permitted in the appropriate sub bands in accordance with Radio Regulations and in those cases the maximum output RF power (e. i. r. p)is 30 dbw

	Amateur    Wireless Telegraph Station 

Advanced Grade 

See note (i) below

                                                               
	This is In addition to frequencies allotted to Grade II, 

144-146 MHz

434-438 MHz@

1260-1300 KHz @#

3300 – 3400 KHz@

5725-5840 @
	A1A ,A2A,A3E

      H3E,J3E,R3E

F1B, F2B, F3E,

      F3C, A3X, A3F
	150 Watts

50 Watts for the band

144-146 MHz and

25 watts for terrestrial service, Amateur Satellite Service is permitted in the appropriate sub bands in accordance with Radio Regulations and in those cases the maximum out RF power (e.i.r.p.)is 30 dbw


*     On primary shared basis as per the relevant provisions of radio regulations.

&     the authorization is on non-interference and non-protection basis. 

@    On secondary basis as per the relevant provisions of radio regulations. 

#    1260-1270 MHz for Earth to Space Satellite service only. The above authorization is subject to site clearance as per the procedure prescribed by the Standing Advisory Committee on Radio Frequency Allocation (SACFA) as applicable.

Note:

I.  Following sub-bands of frequencies are authorized with enhanced RF power to holder of Advanced 

    Amateur Telegraph Station Licence.

   3520 - 3540 * KHz                             All emissions              400 watts 

   7050 -7100 KHz                                 as authorized




   14220 -14320 KHz



   3890 -3900 KHz

   14050 -14150 KHz

   21100 -21400 KHz

II. For A3F emission, the transmission shall be restricted to call sign of the station, location and other particulars of the amateur station.  They shall be limited to point to point test transmission employing a standard interlace and scanning with a bandwidth not more than 4 KHz.

III. DC input power is the total direct current power input to the final stage of the transmitter.
IV. In case of Short Wave Listeners Amateur Licence, the holders are permitted to listen to all the bands authorized to amateur service.

V. The syllabus for the examination of the `Restricted Amateur Wireless Station Licence’ shall be as per Part I of `Amateur Station Operators II’ examination.

VI. The holder of `Amateur Wireless Telegraph Station Licence, Grade II’ shall be entitled for authorization of radio telephony emission below 30 MHz on his providing proof of having made 100 contacts with other amateurs using the Morse code.

7MHz 

An application has been made to WPC to extend the 7MHz band from the existing 7.000 - 7.100 to 7.000 - 7.200. A response has now been received from WPC that the matter is under consideration by the ministry and we will follow up on this.

13) ARSI Publications
Ham Radio News (HRN) is a quarterly publication which is being edited and produced by VU2SWS YL Sarla from Mumbai.

14) Satellites

Many Indian hams are active on the various satellites and the launch of India’s own LEO Amateur satellite – Hamsat- was received with much appreciation by hams all over the world. It is easy to use, has a good output and sensitivity and has completed one year of very useful service.

15) Webpage

ARSI has its own webpage since last year http://www.arsi.info/  to improve communications with its members. 

16) E-Group

ARSI has its own news e-group with a large number of SWL members who are prospective hams and future members. Through the e-group instant updates on license and other ham conditions are conveyed, unlike print where it takes time
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