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Introduction

Document 068 from NZART to the 12th IARU Region 3 Conference in Taipei described the changes being made in the requirements for an amateur radio licence in New Zealand.  Many of these changes are now in place.  The current situation is described in this document.

The NZART Examination Co-ordinator is the centre of NZART’s Amateur Radio Examination system.  The procedure is still evolving and the Co-ordinator is soon to assume the final requirement for each new radio amateur – the selection of a callsign and the issuing of a combined certificate/licence.

The amateur licence and the qualification certificate are to become one document, with the certificate itself carrying the callsign issued to the operator.  The Certificate will be printed by the Co-ordinator as required from SMART (the name of the New Zealand administration’s new database system, Spectrum Management And Registration Technology).

Administration of information, changes of callsign, and other functions like issuing distinctive callsigns for special events, will be possible by the on-line Co-ordinator.

The present New Zealand amateur radio licence comprises several sheets of paper.  The top sheet is a document that is standard for licences in several radio services.  It carries the licensee’s name, address, the particular licence number, the period for which the licence is current and gives the allocated call sign, along with some other details.  Further sheets are attached and these stipulate the various conditions that apply to the particular individual licence.

One attachment is headed: “TERMS, CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS APPLYING TO GENERAL AMATEUR RADIO LICENCES”.  This two-page document gives the current “rules” for the operation of an amateur station and the frequency bands that may be used in New Zealand.  It can be downloaded in .pdf form from: 

http://www.rsm.govt.nz/licensing/schedules/schedule3.html 

There is now just one “grade” of amateur radio licence in New Zealand.  This was introduced, along with other licence changes, in July 2004.  The previous licence grades of “Limited” and “Novice” are no longer available.  This new single-grade retains the name “General” for database convenience reasons.

Some attempts by small groups of individuals to get a “Foundation Licence” introduced into New Zealand (based on the grade of this name in other countries), have not been successful.  The New Zealand experience with the earlier “Novice” grade, first introduced in 1977, is that much added record-keeping complexity in the licensing bureaucracy was added with a negligible effective increase in the numbers of radio amateurs.  The “Novice” grade was not a popular entry point.

With just one grade of licence, a specific type of suffix in the ZL1 to ZL4 series of callsigns no longer gives an indication of the grade of licence held by the operator.  Further, the earlier ZL 1, 2, 3 and 4 “call districts” based on geographical areas is no longer recognised.  Callsigns in the ZL1 to ZL4 series can be requested, irrespective of where the operator resides in the country.

With only one “general” licence grade, and with a callsign that is just a callsign with no included licensing-grade indicator, all amateurs are now regarded from a licensing perspective as being equal.  Any tendency towards a “them and us” attitude has been effectively eliminated.

A new operator is required to have operating experience before obtaining access to all amateur bands.  Operation on amateur bands between 5 MHz and 25 MHz is not permitted unless a person has held an amateur licence for 3 months and has logged at least 50 contacts.  The licensee must keep a logbook record for at least one year and during this period produce it at the request of the Chief Executive of the Administration, the Ministry of Economic development (MED).

NZART has developed a 24-page “New Rules Explained” booklet about the current New Zealand licensing requirements.  This booklet can be downloaded from: 

http://www.nzart.org.nz/nzart/Exam/files/NewRules.pdf
Training to Become a Radio Amateur

NZART has made amateur radio training material available for anyone who wishes to become a radio amateur.  This is found on the NZART web page at: 

http://www.nzart.org.nz/nzart/Exam/ 

The Written Examination

There is just one written examination for candidates wishing to become radio amateurs.  It is computer-generated.  The examination software and the 600-question “question-bank” from which the 60 examination questions are drawn to make up each test paper can also be found at the NZART web site.

By the ITU definition, being a radio amateur involves “self-training”.  Therefore training to become a radio amateur should be made encouraging and “self-driven”.  The New Zealand system with its one qualifying examination, a question-bank in the public domain, and with many on-line training aids and publications available, meets these objectives.  It is proving to be a simple and effective system requiring a minimum of administrative involvement.

Possible Use in other Countries

With a few small changes to the regulatory and to the frequency allocation sections, the New Zealand computer-generated written examination and the preparatory study material for candidates wishing to become radio amateurs could be adapted for use in other countries.  NZART welcomes enquiries and could help with this.  The exam system is open and transparent, publicly available and “approved” by the regulator, the MED.

Recommendations

That:

1. Societies note that New Zealand now has only one grade of amateur radio licence
2. New Zealand has one amateur radio examination, which is computer-generated from a 600-question public-domain question-bank
3. Details of the examination and study guides etc. are available at the NZART web site
4. This “open” and readily available examination and study system could be adapted for use elsewhere
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