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Introduction

The New Zealand Administration is the Ministry of Economic Development, Radio Spectrum Management Group (MED RSM).  The administration has developed a computer-based system known as SMART (Spectrum Management And Registration Technology) to aid it in all aspects of its work.  You can read about SMART at: 

http://www.rsm.med.govt.nz/pls/web/dbssiten.main 

SMART is a forward-jump and it includes NZART as an integral part of the administration of the Amateur Service.  SMART is still evolving and has not yet reached its final form.

There are two types of amateur licence in New Zealand:

· Amateur (Operator)

· Amateur (Beacon, Repeater or Fixed Link)

Each has a different processing procedure.  They will be described in turn.

Amateur (Operator) Licences

Since July 2005, the annual fee for the amateur (operator) licence is $0.00 – free.

The SMART system started to become live on-line in December 2005.  Each radio amateur (i.e. each licence-holder) is a “client” and received a Client ID (identification), a Client Key, and a Client Password for each licence held.  Using these, the licence-holder is required by law to keep their own entries in the database updated on-line, with changes of address and other contact details.  An audit system will attend to the integrity of the database.

Changes are still being developed.  A proposal still being implemented is that the NZART Examination Co-ordinator will administer the issuing of new amateur (Operator) licences, and hence callsigns, on-line.  The NZART Examination Co-ordinator is already the central point of NZART’s Amateur Radio Examination system and will now take over the final requirement for each new amateur – the selection of a callsign and the issuing of an operator’s licence.

Changes of callsign and other functions such as issuing distinctive callsigns for special events will be possible by the on-line Co-ordinator.

The amateur licence and the qualification certificate are to become one document, with the Certificate itself carrying the callsign issued to the operator.  The Certificate will be printed from SMART by the Co-ordinator, as required.  Added flexibility in personal callsigns is expected.  Some new features are yet to be announced.

Amateur (Beacon, Repeater or Fixed Link) Licences

At time of writing this paper, the fee for the Amateur (Beacon, Repeater or Fixed Link) licence is still under negotiation, but is known to be free until mid-2006.

The NZART Frequency Management Technical Advisory Group (FMTAG) is a group of volunteer radio amateurs who co-ordinate the frequencies of repeaters and beacons for NZART Council.  They also advise Council on technical issues.  Since the introduction of SMART, FMTAG has issued or otherwise administered the Amateur (Beacon, Repeater or Fixed Link) licences direct on-line.

FMTAG co-ordinates the frequency assignments of amateur fixed-stations, repeaters, beacons and linking stations on a national basis direct on-line to the Administration’s SMART database.

An administration-approved “Approved Radio Engineer” (ARE) must carry out the detailed engineering work behind the frequency coordination on the SMART facility.  NZART and NZ radio amateurs are fortunate to be very well served by Doug Ingham ZL2TAR, an experienced and well-qualified radio engineer, who is an ARE.

Recommendations

That:

1. Societies note that the New Zealand Administration has installed a computer-based on-line system for its administration of the radio frequency spectrum.
2. The on-line system includes NZART and allows for the issuing and administering of amateur radio operator callsigns and certificates/licences by the NZART Examination Co-ordinator
3. The on-line system allows the issuing and administering of amateur fixed-station licences, including repeaters, by the NZART Frequency Management and Technical Advisory Group (FMTAG), with engineering work done by its “Approved Radio Engineer”
4. Individual licence-holders (operators) are required by law in New Zealand to keep their own entries in the database updated on-line.
____________________
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