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1.  Introduction

This paper is a report from Directors to the 2006 Bangalore Conference. It aims to provide a broader overview of what has happened in the Region over the last two and a half years since the Taipei Conference in 2004.

2.  Meetings of the Directors

2.1    Since the 12th Conference there have been three meetings of your Directors one in Tokyo in 2004 and the other in Bangalore in 2005 and the last, shortly before this Conference at Bangalore. All Directors have played an active part in the meeting, although there was sadness of sudden demise of Peter Jack Naish, VK2BPN (SK) on January 9th, 2005.
2.2. The first Directors’ meeting was held in Tokyo from August 19th to 21st, 2004, chaired by Peter Naish, VK2BPN (SK).
2.3. Reorganizing Directors – In order to fill the casual vacancy of one Region 3 Director due to pass away of Peter Naish, VK2BPN (SK), the runner up of the recent election of Directors (Taipei Conference), Peter Lake, ZL2AZ was unanimously elected by Directors as a Director of Region 3 and subsequently, YS Park, HL1IFM was elected as the Chairman of Directors, in February, 2005.

2.4. The second Directors’ meeting was held in Bangalore from Oct. .5 to Oct. 8, 2005, 

chaired by Y.S. Park, HL1IFM.  The 3rd Directors’ meeting, immediately before and 

after the 2006 Bangalore Conference, was a short meeting.

2.5. Each of the Directors’ meetings have also been attended by representatives of Region 1 and 2 and the International Secretariat of IARU to which we welcomed the involvement of our colleagues from outside of Region 3 for additional information to our discussion 

3.    IARU Administrative Council and other Regional meetings.

3.1. Representatives from Region 3 have attended all meetings of AC (once per year), since after the Taipei Conference. Summary Records of these AC meeting are available on the IARU Website, and we welcome in particular discussions at the last AC meeting to fundamentally review the role and direction of “IARU in 2025”. We anticipate this subject to be an Agenda item for a presentation to the Member Societies (MS) attending the 13th Region 3 Conference.

3.2. Representatives from Region 3 also have attended other Regions EC meetings and triennial Conferences (the General Conference generally being held alongside meeting of the AC). This contact is desirable because the common problems in amateur radio being addressed in each of the Regions and the exchange of views is an advantage to all Regions. Nevertheless, due to financial reason and others, since after the Taipei Conference, Region 2 EC meeting (2005) was skipped by Region 3 and Region 1 EC meeting (2006) was attended by JJ1OEY at his own cost.

4.   The Asia Pacific Telecommunity and its WRC-07 Preparatory Group      

Meeting (APGs)

4.1. The key objects of the APG meetings are to develop common proposals for the work of WRC-07 and to endorse the procedures for the adoption and approval of APT common proposals. The first APG2007-1 meeting was held in March, 2004, but it was to organize new structures of the meeting and logistics, therefore, IARU Region 3 did not send a representative but the IARU Technical Representative (TR)  David Wardlaw, VK3ADW attended. the meeting.

4.2. The APG2007-2, Feb .28-March 3, 2005 meeting in Bangkok was for preparations for WRC-07 was attended by Region 3 HL1IFM, YS Park/Chairman and IARU TR David Wardlaw, VK3ADW. Briefly, at APG2007-2, less administrations presented their position papers for our Agenda items of interest, 1.13 and 1.15. More position papers were submitted at the following APG 2007-3, held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in Feb. 2006. No preliminary view was developed by APT at that time for Agenda Item 1.13 where IARU Region 3 requested more frequency allocation in the vicinity of 7 MHz. For the Agenda item 1.15, many of APT Members supported a secondary allocation for amateur service, at LF 135.7 – 137.8 kHz. A report was circulated to all member societies.

4.3. ROLE OF ICT FOR DISASTER REDUCTION: APT-ITU Meeting

The Tsunami disaster has devastated coastal areas of many countries in the Asia-Pacific region. Recognizing that ICT would play a major role in speeding up the recovery process, APT and ITU jointly organized a meeting on “Role of ICT for Disaster Reduction”, just prior to the APG2007-2 meeting in Bangkok.

Three sessions (09:30-17:30) were allotted by the APG for the discussions and IARU Region 3 also presented a position paper as reported to all MS at that time.

4.4.     APG2007-3, 13 to 16 Feb .2006, was the third preparatory meeting for WRC-07.  It was attended by Region 3 reps Directors K C Selvadurai, 9V1UV and Peter Lake, ZL2AZ. A brief summary is:
-- Agenda item 1.15 (LF) – the proposals made by Region 3 were supported by many administrations and were carried. This result was facilitated by the fact that Dr. Rhee, HL1AQQ was Chairman for the Drafting Group (DG).

-- Agenda item 1.13 (4 to 10 MHz) – The final proposal by the DG evolved free of negative comments on the amateur services. Details of the reports were circulated to all Member Societies.  However, briefly, the outcome was: a). APT Administrations are of the opinion that the sharing between the Broadcasting and other Services is not feasible, b). APT Members noted the difficulties of meeting the requirements of all services in this band including additional allocation to HFBC in the band 4-10 MHz. c). The HF band between 4-10 MHz is very heavily used for all services to which the band is currently allocated, in particular the fixed and mobile services. d). APT Members are therefore looking forward to finding a satisfactory and fair solution for the resolution to the matter.

4.5.    APT WIRELESS FORUM Interim Meeting 2006 (AWF-IM2)

Just after APG2007-3 meeting, at the same venue in KL, two days of sessions for AWF-IM2 were held. Director Peter Lake, ZL2AZ attended these meetings for monitoring, Item of interest to amateur service concerned was RFID tags operating in the UHF radio spectrum. Many of the presentation were useful and interesting, but appeared to have no impact on Amateur Services

5.  The Asia – Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU)

5.1. The ABU is a Non-Governmental Organization having 40 some Full Memberships of broadcasters in Region 3 and participates in discussions at the APG meetings. Its work was seen to not be in accord with the best interests of the IARU, particularly at the realignment of amateur radio spectrum at 7 MHz.

5.2. Region 3 decided to set up a meeting with ABU and Directors 9V1UV and ZL2AZ had discussions with their key officials in Kuala Lumpur on Feb. 20, 2006 just after the APG2007-3. Both parties exchanged their views on the outcomes of APG 2007-3 of interest to IARU and the ABU, mostly the review of WRC 07, AI 1.13, 4-10 MHz.

6.  ITU Telecom Asia 2004

The ITU Telecom Asia event was held in Busan, Korea during the time of Sept. 7, to 11, 2004 with 27 countries, 224 manufacturers and traders participating.

We had an IARU stand where ITU Secretary General Utsumi visited on the first day and encouraged amateur radio. KARL members volunteered to serve with a “manning plan” with the Region 3 project manager, HL1IFM. Details were reported at the time, just after the convention was over.

7.  The IARU Region 3 Newsletter

The newsletter has continued to be published regularly every quarter. The increased awareness of issues faced at the different levels of Amateur Radio will help to garner greater empathy for Region 3 and further support its work. Director Selvadurai, 9V1UV, the Editor, will report separately further to the Conference.

8.  New Member Society

The Samoa Amateur Radio Club (SARC) became a Member of IARU Region 3 as of Aug. 3, 2005. This increased the size of Region 3 to 31 Member Societies.

* President : Jim Moore, 5W1AC
* Secretary : Marty Maessen, 5W1AT

* Further details of SARC are at the IARU Region 3 web site.

9.  Region 3 Countries without Amateur Radio Member Society

9.1. DPRK (North Korea)

It was known that in North Korea, an amateur radio association existed as Amateur Radio Association-Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (A.S.A. D.P.R.Korea). This name was used when they participates in some of International ARDF Competitions in the past (e.g. 1st Region 3 ARDF Championships, Beijing-1992 and World HST Champs-1996). After 1992, they did not show up at these activities because of their non-membership of IARU. From time to time, North Korean officials emquired about application for membership of IARU for their sports club, but so far there are no further developments. The most recent enquiry was made by the A.S.A.-D.P.R. Korea to IARU Region 3 just before the IARU Region 3 ARDF Champs in Niigata, Japan-2005. The Region 3 Secretary sent them all the required information for application for IARU membership, but, so far, no further contacts.

Another problem with North Korea is that they are continuously using amateur frequencies such as 3,560 kHz for a high powered broadcasting station in Pyongyang. Whenever we happen to meet delegates from North Korea at International Conferences (such as APG and WRC), we have requested them to stop using amateur radio frequencies, but so far without results.

It is requested to send ARAC (Amateur Radio Administrative Course) team to North Korea as soon as possible.

9.2. Nepal

Recently, there was contact and IARU Region 3 was informed that an observer team from Nepal will participate in the Region 3 Conf., Bangalore as an Observer. Directors continue to monitor the situation.

9.3. Iran

It was known that about 100 some amateur radio licenses were issued in the meantime for individuals, but most have been using club stations. Many DXers know that some 5 or 6 EP stations are quite active. We had ARAC in 2005 in Iran (see next Para) and this was possible because of the contacts made by HL1IFM to the Director of International Relations, Communications Ministry of Iran and subsequent follow-ups by JA1KAB. Region 3 sent Fred Johnson, ZL2AMJ as one of the lecturers. After the ARAC in Teheran, we expected that they were preparing to organize an amateur radio society, but political changes seem to have stopped them going further. 

9.4. Myanmar

Earlier, Myanmar membership of IARU was suspended. Early in the 1990’s, IARU planned (by Dick Baldwin, W1RU) an ARAC in Myanmar, but with no explanation, it was cancelled. Directors continue to review the status of amateur radio in Myanmar.

9.5.   East Timor, Laos, Cambodia, etc.

      No contact points are yet available.

10. IARU Region 3 presented an Amateur Radio Administrative Course in Iran

-  IARU Region 3 held a 3 day course with an ARAC in Teheran, 26 to 28 April, 2004.

-  Fred Johnson, ZL2AMJ representing IARU Region 3 and Daniel Lamoureux VE2KA,

representing IARU were the lecturers.

-  It aimed to train regulators and prospective regulators in the administration of the amateur

service and amateur satellite service. Relevant objectives included managing disaster relief 

communications and organizing an amateur radio society.

-  The course in Teheran was arranged by the Directorate General of Telecommunications at 

the request of IARU Region 3.

-  An amateur radio “club”, a social meeting group, presently meets in Teheran.

-  The course participants visited EP3PTT, a station established in the Ministry’s office

premises in Teheran. The equipment in this station was received by Iran from the IARU

Region 3 “ STARS*** programme”.

-  Contact between IARU Region 3 and the amateurs and the administration of Iran should be

continue and further amateur radio information should be provided.

11.         Region 3 Strategic Plan

The 12th Conference made some changes to some of the Objectives. The action undertaken each of Directors is set out as in Appendix “A”.

12.         Post-Taipei 2004 Conference Task List 

Appendix “B” addresses the tasks given to Directors by the Region 3 Conference at Taipei in 2004 and gives the progress of many issues. Some of the issues are repetition of the Strategic plan.
13.         IARU Region 3 Office

Thanks are due to JARL for supporting the IARU Region 3 with allowing office space for the Secretary and assisting the work of the Secretariat.

14.   Finances

The finances of IARU Region 3 are covered in the report from the Secretary. Financial hardship of one member society caused by the depreciation of its currency and thereafter some difficulties make the situation still unsettled despite of the help of the Directors.

15.   Matters ahead
15.1. The IARU target of 300 kHz worldwide amateur exclusive allocations at 7 MHz was partially achieved at WRC-03, but the task is incomplete. The next WRC-07 may present a further chance for amateur radio when the review is made of the HF spectrum between 4 and 10 MHz (Agenda Item 1.13). Presently, it seems not so optimistic for amateur radio despite the IARU having a very capable group of dedicated volunteers to support the IARU. With close liaison, Member Societies must be able to win the support of their administration on the IARU view.

Despite the IARU position being noted as “premature”, some of the IARU Region 1 administrations are making it a subject of discussion to obtain allocations for amateur radio at the vicinity of 5MHz when they discuss 4-10MHz (AI 1.13) at the WRC-07.

15.2.  Many of the Region 3 administrations are still not adopting Article 25 of ITU Radio Regulations which was gained at the 2003 WRC. Member Societies should note that these revisions enhance the role of amateur service as a communications resource in cases of emergencies or disaster relief. A new provision in Article 25 allows an administration to grant “roaming” permission to radio amateurs temporarily in its territory. Member Societies should recognize that it is desirable for their domestic regulations to be amended in accordance with Article 25.

16.    Summary

The Directors thank the Member Societies for their support of the work of the Region, and hope that this report gives a sense of some of activities undertaken over the last three years.

The Directors express greetings and good wishes for a successful 13th Conference.

Appendix “A”   

IARU Region 3 Strategic Plan

Objective 1   

To promote, represent, advance and protect the interests of radio amateurs in Region 3 of the International Telecommunication Union by the furtherance of the objects of the IARU.

Member Societies have been in liaison with their respective authorities to promote amateur radio interests. At all recent international conferences, Directors have discussed with and canvassed support from representatives from Region 3 countries on matters with amateur radio concerns.

Objective 2   

To protect and enhance the special interests of radio amateurs in Asia and Oceania and radio amateur privileges in all of the countries in the Region.

IARU Region 3 has been represented at all meetings of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) during the past 3 years. Informal discussions with many delegates from the administrations in the Region have helped them to gain a greater understanding of amateur radio. Directors visited the Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Commission (MCMC) to discuss amateur radio issues in February, 2005. Iran, one of “unfriendly” country to amateur radio, now supported an amateur frequency allocation at 137-138 kHz (WRC 07-AI 01.15).

Objective 3

To encourage an awareness of the value of radio amateurs by all the administrations with jurisdiction in the Region.

Member Societies have increased contacts with their administrations and joined their local preparation meetings for the next WRC-07. Since the tsunami disaster in the Indian Ocean coastal areas, amateur radio is now widely recognized as one way for fast communication for disaster mitigation. Directors attended the meeting of “Role of ICT for Disaster Reduction” and presented an IARU Region-3 position paper. The APT and ITU jointly organized this conference to enable sharing knowledge and discussions among APT Members on how ICTs can contribute to the reduction of disaster.

Objective 4

To represent radio amateurs both nationally and internationally.

Region 3 Directors have attended all meetings of the APT during last 3 years. Directors also set up and manned a booth at the ITU Exhibition “Asia Telecom” 2004.

Objective 5

To gain, protect and retain adequate amateur radio frequency allocation as frequencies allocated for the sole use of radio amateurs.

Our efforts to obtain the re-alignment of the 7 MHz band is an on going issue, but despite of a partial achievement at the WRC 2003, we still need more work to be done for WRC 2007 on the 7 MHz issue.

In order to protect amateur radio frequencies, Directors are planning to visit the Indonesian Ministry with the cooperation of ORARI, to prevent increasing instances of unlawful intrusions by pirates into the amateur bands.

Objective 6

To provide for and encourage the interchange of ideas and information between the radio amateurs in the Region.

The Region 3 Newsletter has been the major means for the communication of ideas. Member Societies are encouraged to participate by contributing articles.

Objective 7

To exercise powers in support of IARU and not in substitution for the exercise of power by IARU.

Region 3 Directors have attended all meetings of IARU Administrative Council.

Objective 8

To provide the resources, both administrative and financial, for the preceding objectives to be achieved.

Objective 9

To promote awareness among radio amateurs of the value of membership of their national IARU Society and the collective benefits of their Society’s membership of IARU.

Objective 10

To encourage member societies to stimulate the flow of newcomers into amateur radio.

Directors are of the view that personal mentoring on a one-for-one basis is appropriate to bring newcomers into amateur radio. The current diminishing number of members in many national societies is a serious problem. Member Societies to be asked to take up with their administration an entry level type of examination.

Appendix “B” 

Review of Recommendations from 2004 Taipei Conference  

Recommendation 11-E/XII

The Directors are commended for their attention to the implementation of the IARU Region 3 Strategic Plan for reporting their action in detail. 

See “Strategic Plan” report above. (Appendix “A”)

Recommdation 11-I/XII

That the Region 3 Directors recommend to the AC that a further Resolution be considered encouraging and scoping a more active role for national societies in combating the interference threat of BPL/PLC.

The Resolution was adopted at 2004 AC meeting. (IARU Resolution 04-1)

Recommendation 11-N/XII

Recommends that the Directors continue to explore opportunities for improving the international recognition and portability of amateur licenses in Region 3.

Implementing Radio Regulation Article 25 as revised at WRC-03 and changing domestic regulations in many of Region 3 countries is necessary.

Recommendation 11-P/XII

That the Region-3 Newsletter continues in its present form.

The Editor of the R3 Newsletter has made note.

Recommendation 11-W/XII

1.  That the Directors investigate the possible need for steps to be taken to ensure a process by which member societies and their delegates may actively participate and vote in future conferences without having to be physically present at the conference venue.

After a lengthy discussions, the Directors came to a consensus that the current proxy system be maintained (DM2004).

2. That the Region 3 Secretary ensure that the contributor or contact person for any paper submitted to Conference by identified on the document, and if necessary, that the Secretary be authorized to add a footnote to achieve this end.

This was done. From the 13 Conference, it will be applied.

Recommendation 12-G/XII

That the Region 3 ARDF Committee be tasked with expanding the number of Region 3 Societies who participate in ARDF, including the possibility of developing a new category of competition that places greater emphasis on technical skill rather than physical fitness.

At the Niigata, Japan Region 3 ARDF Committee (2005), it was decided that the next (2008) IARU World Championships of ARDF would be held in Korea, organized by KARL. Originally, it was decided that CRSA would be the organizer, but in case CRSA would be unable to agree, then KARL would be the next choice. After the CRSA team went back home, later CRSA informed us that they would be unable to organize the World Championships. KARL submitted a letter of intent, and offered to be the next organizer of the World Championships.

Recommendation 12-J/XII

3 Directors review the terms of reference for the Chairman of the Disaster Communications Committee and solicit Member Societies for the Chairman of the Committee.

This was done. Jim Linton, VK3PC was appointed as the temporary Chairman of Disaster Communications Committee. The ToR is to be finalized at the next DM.

Recommendation 12-P/XII

4  Further, education materials for amateurs about EMR issues should be developed, and where it is appropriate, editions to the exam syllabus for an amateur license should be made to cover EMR matters. The Directors are requested to investigate and implement the most effective way of dealing with this.

As of the date of report preparation, the work was not finished.

____________________











